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CHARLES ROGERS BLANSHAN, one of the leading agriculturists of 

Seymour township, Outagamie county, and the owner of Hillside Farm, 

an excellent tract of farming land situated on section 20, was born 

in Scott township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, September 30, 1863, 

and is a son of Jacob and Marie (Travis) Blanshan and a grandson of 

Mathew and Margaret Blanshan. Mathew Blanshan was a native of France 

who came to America at the time of the driving out of the Huguenots, 

and later became a messenger on the staff of General George 

Washington during the Revolutionary War, and history contains many 

accounts of his daring bravery and his many narrow escapes from 

death. His wife, Margaret, was a native of Holland, whose parents 

came to this country to better their condition, and she, like young 

Blanshan, grew up in New York, where they were married. Their 

children were: Daniel, Peter, Henry, Jacob and Catherine. Jacob 

Blanshan was born near the Hudson river, in Cayuga county, New York, 

and as a youth had the ambition to become a lawyer, but this desire 

was opposed by his parents, who were strict Presbyterians and could 

see no good in the profession, so he took up farming as a life 

occupation, and after his marriage came West, locating in Scott 

township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, May 12, 1848. This country 

was still a total wilderness, the first white families having come 

here the year previous, and he had to follow a blazed trail to 

locate the eighty acres which he had taken up. His household goods 

had miscarried, and for quite a long time the family cooking had to 

be done in a bake kettle, over an empty log, but the hardy spirit of 

the pioneer was there and undaunted he started to clear his land for 

the development of a farm. The wild animals were numerous in this 

section at that time, and the even wilder redmen had not left their 

haunts, and Mr. Blanshan's accurate use of a rifle was often tested 

to its limit when his wife would come fleeing to him in terror in 

the fields. Later three of his children, Henry, Peter and Reed, were 

claimed by the black diphtheria and his daughter, Anna, aged 

nineteen years passed away in the flower of young womanhood, but 

through it all this sturdy settler continued to assist in the 

development of the new country, and eventually, after twenty-six 

years spent on the property had a fine farm. At the time of the 

outbreak of the Civil War, he was commissioned captain of a company, 

but the sickness of his daughter prevented his being mustered into 

the service, although he did valiant work in helping the families of 

those who had left for the front. A strong Republican in politics he 

served his township and county in nearly every office in the gift of 

the people, and finally was chosen to represent his district in the 

State Assembly in 1870, being compelled to refuse a second term on 

account of ill health. In 1874 Mr. Blanshan removed to Grand 

Junction, Iowa, where he located on 160 acres of land, but three 

years later sold this property, with the intention of returning to 

Wisconsin, but, changing his mind, purchased another Iowa property 

and there resided until his death, August 15, 1893, at the age of 

seventy-nine years, three months and four days. Mr. Blanshan was 

married to Marie Travis, who was born in Cayuga county, New York, a 

daughter of Albert Travis, a native of Germany who was killed when 

she was but eight years old, and she was reared in a family of 

Quakers by the name of Moser. She worked out as a girl and earned 

two shillings a week, also learning the art of weaving. Mrs. 
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Blanshan had three sisters: Ida, Sophrona and Olive. To Mr. and Mrs. 

Blanshan there were born children as follows: Harriet, deceased, who 

married Jacob Multer; Mathew, who resides in Minnesota; Jane, who 

married Samuel Albright; David, residing at Grand Junction, Iowa; 

Elizabeth, who married Theodore McKay; Olive, who married J. R. 

Dorand; and Charles Rogers. 

 

Charles Rogers Blanshan was nine years old when his parents moved to 

Iowa, and he was brought up to the life of a farmer. He continued at 

home with his parents until two years after his marriage, when he 

came to Seymour township and purchased his present farm, an 

excellent tract of eighty acres (to which he has added another 

twenty acres) which then was a stretch of stumpy land on which were 

a log barn and a small shack. It has taken years of hard labor for 

Mr. Blanshan to transform this apparently worthless property into a 

fine, productive farm, with its set of modern, substantial 

buildings, well kept lawns and flowing pastures, but the result has 

been worth the labor expended. Together with his son, who is his 

partner under the firm name of C. R. Blanshan & Son, he raises 

thoroughbred Oxforddown sheep, Poland-China hogs and Holstein 

cattle. He has been a member of the school board for three years, 

and he and his wife are stanch members of the Church. Mr. Blanshan 

is interested in Sunday school work and is president of the 

International Sunday School County Association. 

 

On April 2, 1890, Mr. Blanshan was united in marriage with Flora 

Eliza Tubbs, daughter of Peter Tubbs. She was born July 17, 1871. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blanshan have had one child, a son, Peter Jacob, who is 

associated with his father. 

 


