
SAMUEL BOYD, deceased, was for forty-six years a member of the Appleton bar, engaged in the 
practice of law in this city. A native of England, where he was born November 8, 1836. In early 
childhood his parents moved to the United States and he was reared in and proved himself a 
devoted and creditable citizen of his adopted country. At the age of sixteen years he entered 
Lawrence University, at Appleton, Wisconsin, and was graduated in 1859 with the degree of 
A.B. and later received the degree of A.M. from the same institution. He pursued his law 
studies at Albany, New York, and was graduated from a law school there in May, 1861, in the 
following month coming to Appleton which continued to be his home thereafter until the close 
of a busy and useful life. He was never an aggressive politician but was a hearty supporter of 
measures universally conceded to be for the public good, and for years was elected by his 
fellow citizens to positions of responsibility and trust. He served for fourteen years as city 
attorney of Appleton, and was also justice of the peace, county judge and court commissioner. 
He was one of the solid men of the Appleton bar and in his earlier years was distinguished for 
his wit and readiness before a jury and also in the social life and public entertainments for 
which Appleton has won some fame. It was considered a treat to hear him as a toastmaster or 
after dinner speaker, all the more so as his wit was never tinctured with malice but easy 
flowing and exactly to the point. He was enriched through life with the friendship of both the 
great and the ordinary person and there were no more sincere mourners at his tomb than those 
who, as neighbors, had mingled with him in the incomings and outgoings of daily life. In his 
profession he had high ideals and lived up to them, and in his daily walk and conversation were 
shown the sterling characteristics which made him the worthy man he was. Judge Boyd was 
married September 15, 1864, at Rochester, New York, to Miss Cornelia S. Bowen, a native of 
Lyndonville, New York, and five children were born to them, the eldest daughter, Edna, dying 
in infancy; the second daughter, Bertha, is the wife of John King, of Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania; 
Florence Helen, the youngest daughter, married Curtis A. Bynum and lives at Fletcher, North 
Carolina; the two sons, Charles and Robert E., reside with their mother at Appleton. Judge 
Boyd died March 9, 1907, and his funeral was conducted under the auspices of the Masonic 
fraternity, of which he had long been a member. 
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