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D. J. BOYLE, proprietor of the Appleton Electric Laundry, and one of the well known and highly 
esteemed business men of that city, has been before the public in various capacities as a city 
official and since 1900 has served as secretary of the Fire and Police Board. Born September 
12, 1865, in the state of Pennsylvania, Mr. Boyle is a son of Bernard F. and Mary Boyle, who 
removed to Iowa from Pennsylvania in 1886, and there the father died in 1895 while his widow 
still survives and makes her home at Atlantic, Iowa. They had four boys and two girls. D. J. 
Boyle received his early education in New York, where his father was employed as 
superintendent of government works at Hell Gate, under General John Newton, chief of the 
government engineers. Hell Gate was formerly a dangerous pass in the East River, New York, 
where rocks used to form an obstruction much feared by mariners, but by extensive submarine 
operations and the use of the most powerful explosives the passage was cleared; at this time 
this was looked upon as the greatest engineering feat ever attempted. After completing his 
education, B. J. Boyle started to work for the Collier Publishing Company, and for twelve years 
was employed as collector by this concern. He came to Appleton in 1888, and in 1897 opened 
the Appleton Electric Laundry, with Stephen McCarty as a partner. In 1901 he purchased Mr. 
McCarty's interests, and since that time he has carried on the business alone. Mr. Boyle employs 
five girls and three men, and operates a wagon, and the establishment is up-to-date in every 
respect. Since 1900 Mr. Boyle has been secretary of the Fire and Police Board, and he is 
religiously connected with St. Mary's Catholic Church. His fraternal associations are with the 
Knights of Columbus and the Elks, in both of which orders he is very popular. In 1898, Mr. Boyle 
was married to Miss Fannie M. Crouch, of Appleton, and there have been two children born to 
this union, namely: Mary and Catherine. 

 

 
 


