
OTTO BRASS, junior member of the firm of Hahn & Company, of Cicero, Wisconsin, one of the 
well-known cheesemaking concerns of Outagamie county, was born September 27, 1868, in 
Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, a son of Cornelius and Fredericka (Strassberger) Brass. Mr. Brass' 
parents were born in Germany, from which country his father came to the United States at the 
age of twenty years, settling in Sheyboygan county, Wisconsin, where he met and married 
Fredericka Strassberger, who had come here with her parents when two years old. They at 
once settled down to agricultural pursuits, which Mr. Brass followed throughout his life, his 
death occurring in 1876. His widow, who survives him, is seventy-six years of age. They had 
nine children, as follows: Bertha, Herman, Julius, Otto, Lena, Emma, Gustave, Ida and 
Cornelius, of whom Ida is deceased, and Emma is the wife of Charles Hahn, Mr. Brass' business 
partner. Otto Brass received his education in the schools of Sheboygan county, and there 
learned the cheesemaking business, which he followed for two years before coming to Cicero, 
in 1894, to form a partnership with Mr. Hahn, his brother-in-law. They now have a business 
which has increased its output from 3,000 pounds to from 12,000 to 15,000 pounds daily, do a 
large business in cream, and also have a farm of 200 acres under cultivation. Their first store, a 
structure 24x30 feet, was erected in 1895, but the business has increased to such an extent 
that numerous additions have been made and other buildings built to accommodate the large 
trade now handled by the partners. Their farm is equipped with fine, substantial buildings, and 
the partners are known as excellent farlmers and substantial, reliable business men. Mr. Brass 
was married December 8, 1895, in Outagamie county, to Edith Keilem, who was born in Eau 
Claire county, Wisconsin, May 21, 1874, daughter of Matthew and Maggie (Kuhn) Keilem, 
natives of Germany, who came to the United States as children. Mr. Keilem died in 1908, aged 
sixty-two years, while his widow still survives, having attained the age of sixty-two years. Mr. 
and Mrs. Brass have had the following children: Herbert, born September 26, 1896; Edward, 
born September 24, 1900; and Viola, born June 21, 1903. 
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