
JOHN BRILL, who is now living retired on a fifteen-acre tract situated in section 23, Buchanan 
township, has for a number of years been prominently identified with the agricultural, public 
and religious interests of Outagamie county, and in every walk of life has proved himself a 
reliable and public-spirited citizen. Born March 26, 1844, in the Rhein Province, Germany, Mr. 
Brill is a son of Michael and Elizabeth (Eberhart) Brill, natives of Germany, who came to the 
United States in 1852 and settled in Granville township, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin, where 
they lived for eleven years. In 1863 they came to Outagamie county, purchasing 120 acres in 
section 23, where they erected a log house, for which Mr. Brill cut the trees and hewed the 
logs, which was later replaced by a two-story brick house in 1870, and here he resided until his 
death in January, 1897, at the age of eighty-two years, his wife having passed away in 1868, 
when fifty-two years of age, and both are buried in St. Mary's Cemetery at South Kaukauna. 
John Brill was the second born of ten children, and remained at home until twenty-seven years 
of age, at which time he commenced working for wages on the river and in the woods. He was 
married in 1871, to Miss Caroline Mueller, daughter of John Adam and Anna Marie (Jacobs) 
Mueller, natives of Bavaria, who were married in that country. They came to America only as 
visitors and returned to their native country, where they died. Mrs. Brill was the second of a 
family of four children, and was born December 10, 1849. Seven children have been born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Brill: Anna M., who married Peter Kauth, lives with her father and has one child; Della 
H., single and living at home; Elizabeth G., who married Nicholas M. Haupt, is living in South 
Kaukauna and has four children; Amalie Frances, who married Patrick E. Mullen and is living in 
Antigo, Wisconsin, and has two children; Agnes L., who married Otto M. Koch and resides in 
North Kaukauna and has one child; Veronica C., who married John J. Hyde, is now living in 
Green Bay and has two children; and William N., who died in infancy. After his marriage, Mr. 
Brill engaged in buying logs for Webster & Lawson, of Menasha, for two years, and then became 
employed with Renter Brothers' hub and spoke factory, where he continued a like period. He 
became a candidate for sheriff of Outagamie county on the Democratic ticket in the convention 
of 1874, where he was defeated by but one vote, and was appealed to by the Republicans to 
run on their ticket, but declined to do so. Notwithstanding, his name was placed on the 
Republican ticket, and he was elected by 1,800 majority, serving very acceptably for two years 
in that office. After leaving that office, he purchased 240 acres of solid timber land in section 
23, Buchanan township, and set to work to clear and develop it, and here he has resided ever 
since, with the exception of two years, 1879 and 1880, when he again served as sheriff. He was 
defeated in the Democratic primaries and ran independently against the Republican, 
Democratic and Greenback candidates, and was elected by a majority of 120 votes. He has sold 
all of his land with the exception of fifteen acres, where he has a fine, two-story brick 
residence, which he built in 1885 and which consists of twelve rooms, equipped with all 
modern conveniences, including running hot and cold water. Mr. Brill has served as chairman of 
the township board of supervisors for fourteen years, chairman of the county board for six 
years, clerk of the school board for six years in succession and assessor for about five years, 
and in 1893 was a member of the General Assembly from the Second District of Outagamie 
county. He and his family are members of St. Mary's Catholic Church of South Kaukauna, and he 
is a member of the board of church trustees and has served a number of years as treasurer. He 
is also a member of the Catholic K. of W., Branch No. 64, of South Kaukauna, and has served 
eight years in succession as president of Branch No. 64 of South Kaukauna. 
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