
WILLIAM BUCHANAN, manager of the Appleton Wire Works, manufacturers of fourdrinier wires, 
cylinder covers and washer wires, and the second largest concern of its kind in the United 
States, is one of the veterans of this industry, having been connected with it during a long and 
active career. The Appleton Wire Works were established in 1895, the buildings being erected 
in 1895 and 1896 and occupied during the spring of the latter year. William Buchanan was 
elected manager; G. E. Buchanan, secretary-treasurer; John R. Buchanan, sales manager, and 
A. B. Weissenborn, superintendent. The brass wire cloth manufactured by the concern is used 
by paper manufacturers, and the $200,000 annual output supplies nearly the whole trade of the 
Fox River Valley, as well as concerns all over the United States, Mexico, Canada, China and 
Japan. Employment is given to 100 men in two blocks of buildings of two-story character, 
covering 50,000 square feet; steam and electric power is used, and the looms are worked by 
compressed air and electricity under a method invented by A. B. Weissenborn. 
 
William Buchanan was born in Scotland, in 1842, and is a son of Robert and Jean (McVicker) 
Buchanan, who came to the United States in 1847. Robert Buchanan, who was a hand weaver, 
was one of the first in this business in this country, going to work for the first company 
manufacturing wire cloth in the United States, William Stevens & Son, at Belleville, New 
Jersey. Later he was connected with the De Witt Wire Cloth Company, and then established the 
Buchanan Bolt Wire Company at Holyoke, Massachusetts, with which he was connected up to 
the time of his death. William Buchanan was foreman of the De Witt Wire Cloth Company for 
nine years, at Belleville, New Jersey, and in 1876 he left this company to organize the firm of 
Buchanan & Smith, at Bloomfield, New Jersey. In 1878 John Eastwood was admitted to the 
firm, which now does business under the firm style of Eastwood Wire Manufacturing Company, 
the largest concern of its kind in the United States, and in 1882 Mr. Buchanan sold his interests 
and moved to Springfield, Massachusetts, where he became foreman of the Cheney Bigelow 
Wire Works, establishing the fourdrinier department for them. In 1896 with his two sons, G. E. 
and J. R. and his brother-in-law, A. B. Weissenborn, he established the Appleton Wire Works. In 
1869, Mr. Buchanan was married to Annette Weissenborn, daughter of Henry and Therese 
Weissenborn, of Franklin, New Jersey, and four children were born to this union: Gustavus E., 
Annette, John R. and Theresa, deceased . 
 
Of the foregoing children Gustavus E. Buchanan was born March 7, 1870, in Belleville, New 
Jersey, and received his education in the schools of that place and Springfield, Massachusetts, 
after which he was engaged with the Cheney Bigelow Works for eight years as bookkeeper. He 
married Josephine Marston Pond, of Appleton, daughter of O. W. Pond, and they have two 
children: William E. and Josephine. He is a member of the Blue Lodge and Chapter of the 
Masons. Annette Buchanan is living at home. John R. Buchanan married Anna B. Johnson of 
Springfield, Massachusetts. He was born at Belleville, New Jersey, December 4, 1871, and for 
some years after leaving school was connected with Smith & Wesson. He is a member of the 
Elks, and has two children: Dorothy and Gertrude. The Buchanan family has always been 
connected with the Congregational Church . 
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