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EDMOND J. CANCE, one of the prominent farmers and extensive landowners of Bovina township, 
who has a magnificent property of 470 acres in sections 10 and 15, was born September 15, 
1877, in Ettrick, Trempealeau county, Wisconsin, son of Alexander and Agnes (Edmond) Cance, 
natives of Scotland. Alexander Cance came to the United States with his brothers, and at an 
early day settled in Trempealeau county, while his wife came to America with her parents, 
settling first in Canada and moving thence to Minnesota, in which State Mr. and Mrs. Cance 
were married. They settled in Trempealeau county on a farm, where Mr. Cance carried on 
farming until 1896, in which year they moved to Outagamie county, and in 1906 retired and 
went to Shiocton, where both are now living. They had a family of six children, Edmond J. 
being the third in order of birth. He received a common school education and lived at home 
with his parents until his marriage, in September, 1906, to Miss Alma McNiesh, who was born 
March 31, 1885, the youngest of the six children of Thomas and Mary McNiesh, natives of 
Ontario, Canada. Mr. and Mrs. McNiesh came to the United States as young people and were 
married in Appleton, Wisconsin, after which they began farming, an occupation which they 
carried on throughout their lives. Mr. McNiesh died in 1910, aged fifty-nine years, and his 
widow survived him but six months, she being but fifty-four years old at the time of her death, 
and both were buried in Black Creek. Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Cance: 
Agnes E. and Hervon G. 
After marriage, Mr. Cance rented the farm which he now operates, and in 1910 he purchased 
the property from his father. This excellent tract, which is completely fenced with woven and 
barbed wire, has 325 acres under cultivation, and is equipped with a fine modern residence, 
built by Alexander Cance, good outbuildings and a substantial barn, the latter of which will be 
remodeled by Cance during this summer. He engages in general farming and stockraising, 
keeping Short Horn cattle, Poland-China hogs and Shropshire sheep, and he specializes in 
cabbages and dairy products. Mr. Cance is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, and 
is a Republican in politics. He has been much interested in the cause of education, and is now 
serving as clerk of the Shiocton high school and treasurer of the district school board. He and 
Mrs. Cance are members of the Congregational Church of Shiocton. 
 

 

 

 
 


