
WILLIAM O. CLARK, who is well known in the feed and grain business in Appleton, as a member 
of the firm of Comerford & Clark, was born in Hartford, Wisconsin, July 11, 1849, and is a son 
of Ozias and Lydia (Graves) Clark, natives of New York, who came to Waukesha county at an 
early day, and later moved to Hartford. Ozias Clark purchased Government land, which he 
operated until 1863, and in that year came to Appleton, removing later to Clayton, and two 
years thereafter to Chilton, Calumet county, where both parents died. They had a family of 
four children, of whom, one is now deceased. William O. Clark was educated partly in the 
public schools and partly in the school of hard work, his early youth being spent in the lumber 
woods, and at the age of twenty-nine years he came to Appleton, where he was engaged in the 
hay and pressing business. His first association with William Comerford, his present partner, 
was in the livery business, in which they continued for one year, and in 1893 the firm of 
Comerford & Clark was formed for the selling of hay and feed. The business has prospered from 
the start, and the concern has a high reputation in the grain and feed trade. In 1877 Mr. Clark 
was united in marriage with Ellen Carr, who died in 1890, leaving three children: Charles Louis, 
who resides at Ashland, Wisconsin; Eva Maude, a teacher at Medina, Wisconsin, who will be 
principal of the Dale School in 1912; and Elmer William, who is engaged in the mercantile 
business in Australia. Mr. Clark was married (second) in 1891, to Clara Cook, of Oshkosh, who 
was principal of the South Side School in that city, and to this union there was born one son: 
Ray, who died at the age of eight months. Mrs. Clark is a member of the Congregational 
Church. Her husband is fraternally connected with the Knights of Pythias, and has also been 
connected with public matters, serving as commissioner of the poor for three terms, and 
assisting in various movements for the benefit of Appleton. He is one of the conservative, 
responsible business men that add to the business strength of any community, while as a 
citizen he is public spirited in a large degree. 
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