
FRANK H. COLBURN, a well-known newspaperman of Outagamie county, Wisconsin, who is 
publisher of the Shiocton News and the Black Creek Times, was born August 11, 1870, in 
Merrillan, Jackson county, Wisconsin, a son of George W. and Harriet (Stiles) Colburn, natives 
of New York State and Vermont, respectively. They came to Wisconsin during the early days 
with their parents, locating in Walworth county, from whence they removed to Jackson county 
in about 1868, continuing to reside there for twenty years. In 1888 they went to California, 
where Mr. Colburn died in 1903, aged seventy-five years, while his widow survives him and 
makes her home there, she having attained the advanced age of eighty-four years. George W. 
Colburn was a wagonmaker and wheelwright by trade, occupations which he followed 
throughout a long and active life. Frank H. Colburn was the youngest of his parents' five 
children, and he secured his education in the public schools and the Black River Falls high 
school. After graduating from the latter institution, he was for four years engaged as 
bookkeeper for a lumber firm, and at the end of that time learned the printer's trade. In 1897 
he came to Shiocton and established the Shiocton News, and in 1904 he purchased the Black 
Creek Times, both papers being now under his management. Mr. Colburn is a live, up-to-date 
newspaperman, with an inherent ability for securing news and the gift for writing pithy, 
opportune editorials. He is a Republican in politics, and served as clerk of the town board of 
Bovina for six years, and after the organization of the village of Shiocton in 1903 as clerk of the 
village for four years. He is now a member of the village board, and has also served as justice 
of the peace. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons, the Odd Fellows and the Modern 
Woodmen of America. He and his family attend the Congregational Church . 
 
In 1897 Mr. Colburn was married to Miss Margaret Stanfield, who was born August 4, 1870, 
daughter of J. F. Stanfield, a well-known resident of Waupaca, Wisconsin, and to this union 
there have been born two children: Harriet N. and James S., both attending school . 

Ryan, Thomas Henry. History of Outagamie County, Wisconsin: Chicago: Goodspeed Historical Association, 1911. 

More information may be available at www.1familytree.com 


