
WILLIAM COMERFORD, senior member of the firm of Comerford & Clark, large grain and feed 
dealers of Appleton, Wisconsin, is one of the successful self-made business men of Outagamie 
county, and is a native of Ireland, where he was born in 1838, a son of Thomas Comerford, a 
native of the Emerald Isle. The family came to the United States in 1846, in May of which year 
they landed in Milwaukee, and during 1847 removed to Janesville. After one year spent there 
they returned to Milwaukee for a short time, but eventually removed to, Oconomowoc, where 
Mr. Comerford died, his widow surviving him some years and passing away in Waukesha county. 
Mr. and Mrs. Comerford had four boys and two girls, and William and a sister are now the only 
survivors of this family. As a young man, William Comerford was engaged in farming in 
Waukesha County, and he came to Appleton in 1867, being for a long period of years engaged 
in the livery business. In 1893 he engaged in his present business, forming a partnership with 
W. O. Clark, under the firm name of Comerford & Clark, and they have continued to carry on 
this enterprise with much success to the present time. Mr. Comerford has always taken an 
active part in any measure that promised to be of benefit to his community, and he has served 
in the capacity of public official on a number of occasions, being town treasurer and clerk of 
the city, and a member of the Appleton city council during six years. He and his wife were 
members of St. Mary's Catholic Church, and he holds membership in the Catholic Knights, being 
at all times ready to give of his time or influence to movements of a church or charitable 
nature. In January, 1867, Mr. Comerford was married to Marion Cragen, of Waukesha county, 
and she died in 1910, having been the mother of seven children, as follows: Mamie, who 
married James L. Geary and resides in Chicago; William and Abbie, who are deceased; 
Margaret, who is living with her father; and Katie, Lucinda and Perry T., who are all deceased. 
Mr. Comerford is an excellent example of the self-made man, and the success that he has 
attained since the time when he made his humble start in the business world should serve as an 
inspiration to the ambitious youths of the rising generation. 
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