
JOHN CONWAY. Probably there is not a better known hotel man in the state of Wisconsin than 
Mr. John Conway, who for more than twenty-three years has been proprietor of the Sherman 
House, the leading hostelry of Appleton, which is believed to be in every respect the most up-
to-date and best-equipped hotel in the state outside of Milwaukee. Its genial proprietor, John 
Conway, was born at Appleton, Wisconsin, July 2, 1862, and in 1888, erected a small building 
on the present site of the office and lobby of the Sherman House, the building then having 
twenty-two guests' rooms, and about eight persons were its working staff. Business advanced 
rapidly, but it was not until 1897 that the first addition was built, another being erected in 
1899 and a third in 1905, this latter including a modern cafe and lunch room. In 1911, on its 
twenty-third birthday, a birthday celebration was held by Mr. Conway at the Sherman House, 
and at this time the Appleton Daily Post, spoke of the event in part as follows: "Twenty-three 
years of almost unbroken prosperity are very apt to make a decided change in the physical 
appearance of a city as well as its people. Naturally then, it is to be expected that the more 
influential business institutions of the city will have reflected in them the onward march of the 
times. So it is with the Sherman House. In the twenty-three years of its existence nearly 
500,000 persons have partaken of meals in the dining room, to say nothing of the thousands 
who have been served in the cafe and lunch room and at banquets in the French room. Another 
noteworthy feature of the existence of this hostelry is the fact that in nearly its quarter of a 
century only one man has died within its walls. It is believed that this record is not equalled by 
another hotel the size of the Sherman in Wisconsin." The working organization of the hotel now 
boasts of sixty-five employes and the pretentious structure has 118 guests' rooms, in sharp 
contrast with the little structure of 1888. Mr. Conway is one of the best versed men in his line 
of business in the state, his long experience having given him the knowledge of what the 
traveling public most desires, and as a result his house is very popular. A thorough business 
man, and possessed of much executive ability, he is, nevertheless, an ideal host, genial, 
courteous and deeply concerned in the welfare and comfort of his guests. 
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