
PATRICK COTTER, who belongs to a family that numbers among its representatives some of the 
earliest settlers of Outagamie county, is himself a pioneer of this section, and is now living 
retired in Appleton after a long and useful career spent in agricultural pursuits. His uncles, 
David and Patrick Barry, were the first two white settlers of Outagamie county in the Center 
township section, one purchasng a Mexican War veteran's land warrant and the other entering 
land from the Government, both in section 37, probably as early as 1848. Patrick Cotter was 
born in Columbiana county, Ohio, February 19, 1836, and is a son of James and Margaret 
(Barry) Cotter, natives of Ireland, who came to the United States in 1820 and located first in 
Pennsylvania, later moving to Ohio, and coming thence to Outagamie county in 1850, settling 
in Center township, where Mr. Cotter entered land. The remainder of their lives was spent in 
this section, Mr. Cotter being engaged in agricultural pursuits throughout the years of his 
activity. He had a family of eight children, of whom three sons and one daughter came to 
Outagamie county, and the daughter is the only survivor of the family besides Patrick Cotter. 
The latter was educated in the public schools of Columbiana county, Ohio, and was reared to 
an agricultural life, working on his father's farm in Outagamie county until entering the lumber 
woods, where for twelve years he worked at driving logs on the river and at kindred 
occupations. At the age of twenty years he purchased a farm in Freedom township, which he 
later sold to purchase a property in Center township, and here he carried on farming until 
1901, when he retired and moved to Appleton. He sold his farm to his son in 1906. In addition 
to farming, Mr. Cotter was engaged for many years in raising Holstein and Jersey cattle, and 
also did a large business in the line of dairying. 
On May 31, 1866, Mr. Cotter was married to Sarah Rodgers, who was born in Ohio, daughter of 
Joseph Rodgers, who died May 28, 1886, leaving ten children: Mary E., who lives with her 
father; John, a resident of Kansas City; Margaret, who married John Long, of Chicago; Joseph, 
James and William, who are deceased; Thomas, residing on the old home farm in Center 
township; Anna, who married Frank Krause, of Chicago; Katherine, who married Charles Heibig, 
of West Bend, Wisconsin; and Alice, who married John Hahn, of Sauk City, Wisconsin. Mr. 
Cotter has always been a great advocate of education, has given his children a fine training, 
and for twenty years was clerk of the school board in Center township. 
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