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EARL W. DOUGLAS, D. D. S., a well known member of the dental profession of Outagamie 
county, Wisconsin, who has the distinction of being the oldest practicing dental-surgeon in 
Appleton, was born in Albany, New York, February 7, 1852, and is a son of Byron and Sarah L. 
(Woodward) Douglas. Dr. Byron Douglas, who was the first practicing dentist of Appleton, was 
born July 30, 1824, in Albany, New York, the eldest of the four children born to Beriah Douglas 
and his second wife, and nephew of Dr. Stephen Douglas, who was the father of Stephen A. 
Douglas. Beriah Douglas, himself a dentist of New York, was a son of Beriah Douglas who came 
from Scotland to the United States in the early pioneer Colonial days. Dr. Byron Douglas 
attended the common schools and academy of Albany, after leaving which he took up the study 
of dentistry with his father, and after leaving the latter's office formed a partnership with his 
half brother. In 1852 he came to Appleton, and for a time was employed in the general store of 
his father-in-law, Mr. Woodward, accepting such cases in his profession as he could find until 
1855, when he opened offices. He thus became the first practicing dentist in Appleton, and the 
first to follow the profession exclusively in this portion of the State, and here he became one 
of the best known dentists in this part of Wisconsin, being for fourteen years treasurer of the 
Wisconsin Dental Society and a life member of that organization. He was also a member of the 
American Dental Society and of the Odd Fellows. In 1856 he was elected to the office of county 
treasurer, in which position he served for four years, and six years later was sent to the 
General Assembly. He took an active interest in all matters, whether pertaining to his 
profession or to affairs of a religious, social or industrial nature, and was one of the promoters 
and first stockholders of the Ashland division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. He 
retired from active professional duties in 1893, and his death occurred March 29, 1908, his 
widow surviving until 1910. On April 2, 1849, Dr. Byron Douglas was united in marriage with 
Miss Sarah L. Woodward, daughter of John W. Woodward, an early settler of Menominee Falls, 
and three children were born to this union, Earl W. being the only survivor. 
Earl W. Douglas received his education in the public schools, and after graduating from 
Lawrence University studied dentistry under his father, whom he had succeeded in practice. 
Dr. Douglas has been engaged in active practice since he was fifteen years old, and his patients 
include many of the leading families of Appleton. He is a member of the Odd Fellows and the 
Elks, and of the National, State and County dental associations. In April, 1872, Dr. Douglas was 
married to Miss Alice Berry, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, who died in 1893. 
 
 


