
HON. JOHN GOODLAND, whose many years of efficient service on the Circuit Court bench 
entitle him to the highest degree of consideration from his fellow citizens of Outagamie 
county, Wisconsin, was born at Taunton, Somersetshire, England, August 10, 1831, a son of 
William and Abigail (Sharman) Goodland. Until he was eighteen years of age John Goodland was 
mainly occupied with school duties, and he left the academy in his native town with very 
creditable papers testifying to his standing as a student. Coming to the United States in 1849, 
he located in Oneida county, New York, and from there came to Sharon, Walworth county, 
Wisconsin, in 1854. Here he embraced the opportunities then offered to willing and ambitious 
young men, and taught school, was a clerk in a store, served for several years as justice of the 
peace and in several other town offices, making friends in all lines of business. The grocery 
store with which he was connected was burned, and soon after, in 1864, he secured a railroad 
clerkship which necessitated his removal to Chicago, where he remained with the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad until 1867, when he moved to Appleton as agent for the same road. 
Seven years were devoted to the interests of this company, then he resigned, entering into the 
insurance business and beginning the study of law, for which profession he had always had a 
strong leaning. In 1879, he was admitted to practice in the District and Circuit courts, and in 
1888 he was elected District Attorney, prior to which he had been associated in the practice of 
law with Hon. Lyman E. Barnes, who later became a member of Congress. Judge Goodland 
served in the arduous office of district attorney until 1891, when he became a candidate for 
Circuit Judge of the Tenth Judicial Circuit, to which office he was elected. Prior to taking his 
seat in 1892, however, a vacancy was caused on the bench and Governor Peck appointed Judge 
Goodland to serve out the unexpired term. In 1897 he was re-elected without opposition, and 
again in 1903 and 1909. As a judge he has filled out the measure of his high office. Possessing 
the robustness of an English ancestry, he owns also many of the mental qualities which have 
made Englishmen notable in whatever land their activities have been engaged. In political 
preference he is a Democrat and his influence has been given to advancing the interests of that 
party, but he is broad-minded and on many occasions has been identified with other earnest 
men irrespective of party in movements for the general welfare. September 4, 1850, Judge 
Goodland was married in New York to Miss Caroline Clark, who died in 1893, the mother of nine 
children, five of whom survive. One son, Walter S., is mayor of Racine, Wisconsin. John, Jr., is 
a member of the city council of Appleton, Wisconsin. Judge Goodland is a Mason and formerly 
was master of the lodge at Appleton. 
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