
HERMAN TAYLOR HARDACKER, in whose death, which occurred November 30, 1909, Ellington 
township lost one of its most prominent citizens, was known all over Outagamie county as a 
farmer, business man and public official, and in every walk of life sustained a reputation for 
honesty and integrity. Born in Ellington township, November 20, 1854, Mr. Hardacker was a son 
of James and Elizabeth Hardacker, the former born in Nova Scotia in 1818. He came to 
Wisconsin as a young man and settled in the southern part of the State, but later moved to 
Ellington township, and there died December 12, 1857, his widow, also a native of Nova Scotia, 
surviving until 1861. Herman T. Hardacker was one of nine children, and he received his 
education in the district schools of his native neighborhood, but was not given unusual 
advantages as his father died when he was three years old and his mother when he was just 
past six, and he was compelled to go to work when he was still a youth. At the age of nineteen 
years he purchased forty acres of the homestead, on which he began farming. From time to 
time he added to his acreage, until at the time of his death he had a well-cultivated tract of 
180 acres, finely equipped with modern buildings and operated with the latest machinery. Mr. 
Hardacker was progressive in his ideas, and even as a young man advocated the use of power 
machinery in all farming operations. He was the owner of a complete threshing outfit which he 
operated during season, and was the first man to use successfully in the county a self-feeder 
and cyclone stacker. He was always prominent politically, being an adherent of Republican 
principles. In addition to being one of the first directors of the county insane asylum and a 
member of the board for fourteen years, he held numerous school offices, was president of the 
Home Mutual Insurance Company of Ellington for thirteen years, served on the township board 
and was chairman of Ellington township for many years. As a public official and private citizen 
he had the esteem and respect of all who knew him and who could recognize and appreciate 
his many admirable traits of character. With Mrs. Hardacker he attended the Baptist Church at 
Hortonville. In 1876 Mr. Hardacker was married to Miss Emma A. Jack, who was born December 
25, 1858, in Greenville township, daughter of Hiram and Mary (Hunter) Jack, the former born in 
New Brunswick and the latter in Scotland. They came to the United States in 1854, locating in 
Greenville township, where they spent the remainder of their lives. Seven children were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Hardacker, of whom two, Clyde H. and Wayne Clinton, are deceased. The 
survivors are Glenn Marshall, Jennie Emma, Jessie Belle, Ona Mildred and Marian Elizabeth. 
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