
FRANK W. HARRIMAN, deceased. When a life full of usefulness comes to its close, it is fitting 
that a record should be made of those events and characteristics which made the life 
successful and made its ending a sorrow to those who value the best and noblest qualities 
among their associates. In the death of Frank Harriman, Appleton lost one of its noblest 
characters and most useful citizens, one who entwined his active energies with the very life of 
the community and helped it in a degree that it is hardly able for its citizens to appreciate. Mr. 
Harriman's public career was such that even his worst enemy could not detract from its 
brightness as an example for the ambitious youth of this generation. Born April 22, 1861, at 
Appleton, he was a son of Judge Joseph E. and Celia (Pratt) Harriman, natives of New York. 
Joseph E. Harriman was born at Louisville, St. Lawrence county, New York, August 14, 1834, 
and was educated at Milton College and Lawrence University, but suffered greatly from 
sickness, which disabled him, partially, during the latter part of his life. However, his was the 
courage that overcomes such obstacles, and he rose to an enviable place among his fellows. 
Coming to Wisconsin in 1852, he started as a clerk, and from the time when he was first 
elected treasurer of the city of Appleton, in 1860, he rose rapidly, from alderman and justice 
of the peace, to Mayor and County Judge, and he also served in the capacities of school 
treasurer, park commissioner, secretary and treasurer of the Appleton Cemetery Association 
and various other offices in the gift of the people. He was instrumental in the promoting of 
many of Appleton's most beneficial public enterprises, and as a man and official was known and 
esteemed all over the county. He married Celia Pratt, of Milton, Wisconsin, and they had four 
children: Frank W.; Fred J.; Florian J., and Flora L . 
Frank W. Harriman received his education in the public schools of Appleton, and three years 
after his graduation from the Appleton High School he became a school teacher, serving two 
years as principal of the Sixth Ward School. He entered his father's office as register of 
probate, assisting him from 1882 to 1889, during which time he was studying law, and 
December 21, 1883, was admitted to the bar. He became a very successful lawyer, making a 
specialty of probate practice. He was a man of superior attainments and attained a large and 
valuable practice, extending to remote parts. He filled the office of County Judge after the 
death of his father, serving in that capacity until January 1, 1890, and during the year 
following was appointed postmaster of Appleton, an office in which he served four years. He 
was secretary of the Blaine and Logan Club, during the campaign of 1884, was secretary of the 
County Republican Committee for a long period beginning with 1886, was delegate to a number 
of conventions and the State and the National Conventions of 1888; was treasurer of the 
Second School District from 1887 to 1891; was secretary of the Outagamie County Bar 
Association from the time of organization until his death; was secretary and treasurer of the 
Appleton Cemetery Association for a long period, and in 1904 was elected to the office of 
Mayor of Appleton, in which capacity he served favorably for one term. He was also 
instrumental in establishing the Union High School, and did more, perhaps, for the Appleton 
school system than any man in the history of the city. Socially, he was connected with the Odd 
Fellows, in which he filled all the chairs in the Subordinate Lodge and Encampment, was grand 
warden of the Grand Lodge of the State of Wisconsin, and was Grand Representative of the 
lodge during 1898. He was an active member of the Congregational Church, in the faith of 
which he died May 16, 1907, mourned not only by a wide circle of friends and acquaintances, 
but by those who knew him as a real public benefactor, an honest and upright public official 
and a man in every sense that the word implies . 
 
In September, 1884, Mr. Harriman was united in marriage with Miss Matilda Waterhouse, who 
was born in Waupaca county, Wisconsin, daughter of B. B. and Sarah (McKerlie) Waterhouse, 
old settlers of Waupaca county. To this union there were born the following children: Sarah 
Celia, who married Percy H. Meyers, an expert accountant, of Milwaukee; and Eleanor May, 
Joseph, Matilda and Francis, all at home . 
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