
JOHN HERMSEN, one of the good, practical agriculturists of Vandenbroek township, where he 
owns a valuable tract of farming land, was born in Holland, December 10, 1854, and is a son of 
George and Elizabeth (Geurts) Hermsen. George Hermsen came to the United States with his 
wife and three children, Peter, Gertrude and John, in 1855, the family locating at once in 
Outagamie county, where Mr. Hermsen purchased land in the township of Kaukauna, now 
Vandenbroek township. At that time the country in this neighborhood was all raw, uncultivated 
land, with no improvements whatever, and Mr. Hermsen felled trees, hewed logs, and built a 
log house with a wooden chimney. Later he erected a new and better house, which has since 
been replaced by a new and better one by the son-in-law, John Vandenhooven. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hermsen lived on this property during the remainder of their lives, he dying in 1883, when 
sixty-four years of age, and she passing away in January, 1907, when she had attained the age 
of eighty-nine years. The children that were born to this couple after coming to the United 
States were: George, Hannah, Martin and Mary. The father became a prominent man in his 
community, serving his township as school clerk for twenty years and as supervisor for one 
year. John Hermsen was still an infant when the family came to America, and he received his 
education in the district schools of Vandenbroek township. Until he was large enough to go out 
among the farmers of his neighborhood, he worked on the home farm, but at the age of 
eighteen years he went north and worked in a sawmill, his wages being given to his parents. He 
so continued seven years, and in 1880 he was married to Hattie Gloudemans, who was born in 
Vandenbroek township, in 1859, daughter of Adrian Gloudemans. Twelve children were born to 
this union, two of whom, Martha and Peter, died in infancy. The survivors are: Jane, Elizabeth, 
George, Annie, Mary, Minnie, John, Martin, Rose and Delia. After his marriage Mr. Hermsen 
purchased the property which he is now operating, and has greatly improved the farm, 
replacing the log house and barn with modern frame structures. He carries on general farming 
and markets dairy products, while he raises some cattle for his own use. He is a member of St. 
John's Church of Little Chute, in the faith of which Mrs. Hermsen died, May 17, 1903. 
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