
JAMES D. KEELAN, a well-known farmer of the town of Kaukauna, was born February 29, 1864, 
in Canada. Michael Keelan, his father, was a son of James Keelan, and both were natives of 
Ireland. The family immigrated to America in 1840, first settling in Vermont, where they 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. Later the home of the family was established in Canada. 
Michael Keelan was born in 1833, and was one of a family of seven children. Upon the death of 
his father, James Keelan, he came with his widowed mother, whose maiden name was Mary 
Mohan, to the United States in 1865, and settled in Wisconsin. Here his mother died in 1885 at 
seventy-six years of age. Michael Keelan married Sarah Donley, a native of Toronto, Ontario, 
and they walked north from Kaukauna to the McCabe farm and purchased land upon which they 
erected their first home, a log cabin. Their land was heavily timbered, but this was eventually 
cleared by hand. In the course of time the rude cabin was replaced by a more modern one; 
economy enabled them to procure utensils befitting the times, and they gradually prospered in 
material welfare and in the esteem of their neighbors. In 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Keelan moved to 
the city of Kaukauna, where Mr. Keelan died in 1907, aged seventy-four years, and is yet 
survived by his widow at the age of sixty-seven. They were the parents of ten children, four of 
whom are now living, viz.: James D., Mary, John A. and Bernard J. James D. Keelan, the 
subject of this sketch, received all his scholastic training in the Dent School, at Snyderville. He 
remained on the home farm until twenty-three years old, then married Mary Elizabeth, 
daughter of Joseph and Rose (Delima) Houle. The parents of Mrs. Keelan came from Canada to 
Brown county, Wisconsin, in the '50s, and both died in 1906, the father aged seventy-seven and 
the mother seventy-one. James D. Keelan bought land near the old homestead after his 
marriage, but one year later moved to Oshkosh, where he worked at his trade of carpenter six 
years. He then returned to Outagamie county, and has since resided on his present farm. Mr. 
Keelan has held several town offices, among which were supervisor four years, treasurer six 
years and school clerk nine years. He and his wife are the parents of eight children: Rose, 
James, Arthur, Elizabeth, Sarah, Earl, Henry, Ruth and Camilla. The family belong to St. Paul's 
Roman Catholic Church at Wrightstown. 
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