
NICHOLAS KEIFFER, one of the old and honored residents of Freedom township, and a veteran 
of the Civil War, in which he served for more than three years, has been prominently identified 
with the agricultural interests of Outagamie county for a long period. He is a son of John 
Keiffer, who was born in Luxemburg, Germany, a grist miller by occupation, whose only 
residence in the United States was for two months during the year 1880, when with his wife, 
Clara Keiffer, he paid a visit to his son Nicholas. The latter was also born in Germany and came 
to the United States in 1857, when twenty years of age. He first located in New York State. 
where he spent two months, and then went to Illinois and worked by the month for several 
years on farms. He then returned to New York State, having made up his mind to return to the 
Fatherland, but while there learned that two of his sisters had come to Wisconsin, and 
eventually he came to this state and settled in Green county. The Civil War breaking out while 
he was there, in 1861 he enlisted in the Thirteenth Wisconsin Infantry, and served three years 
and three months with that organization as a private, and after a brave and meritorious service 
returned to Green county. He remained there only three days, however, when he went to Port 
Washington, where his sisters resided, and while there, in 1865, was married to Miss Mary 
Green, born in 1846, daughter of John and Anne Green, natives of Germany who settled at Port 
Washington, but eventually located in Outagamie county. After his marriage Mr. Keiffer 
returned to Green county, where he farmed for four vears, anld then came to Outagamie 
county and rented land for a time. He was eventually able to purchase four acres of land in 
Freedom township, on which he lived for two years, then purchasing a tract of forty acres, 
which he cultivated for a period of ten years. He added to his holdings from time to time, and 
became a large land holder for this part of the country. In 1901 Mr. Keiffer bought his present 
farm and built a cozy farm house and adequate barns, and here he expects to pass his 
remaining years. Mr. and Mrs. Keiffer have had fourteen children, of whom three are deceased, 
namely: Clara, Margaretta and Leo. The survivors are: John, Lena, Annie, Walter, William, 
Mary, Susan, Rosa, Nicholas, Peter and Henry. The family is connected with the St. Nicholas 
Church of Freedom. Keiffer was supervisor of the township for one year, but refused reelection 
when he found he had spent twenty-five dollars over his salary while giving his services. 
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