
PROFESSOR PAUL G. W. KELLER, one of the best known educators of Outagamie county, 
Wisconsin, who has gained a wide reputation for his progressive ideas, was born at Helenville, 
Jefferson county, Wisconsin, in 1876, a son of John L. and Sophia (Smith) Keller, and a 
grandson of Bernhard Keller, who came to America from Germany in 1845 and spent his life in 
agricultural pursuits. John L. Keller, who was born in 1851, was a student of Watertown 
University, and for a number of years a merchant in Wisconsin, and now makes his home in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He and his wife had four sons: Paul G. W.; Oscar, a business man of St. 
Paul, Minnesota, where he is a member of the city council; Grover, who is studying medicine; 
and Hugo, in business in St. Paul. Paul G. W. Keller secured his early educational training in the 
German Parochial school, and in 1894 was graduated from the Lake Mills High school, and after 
teaching for two years, entered the Milwaukee Normal school, from which he was graduated in 
1898. He was then assistant in the New London High school for one year, after which he 
entered the University of Chicago, graduating with the degree of S.B. in 1901. He then 
returned to New London as superintendent of schools for one year and in 1902 went to 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin, where he remained seven years as supervising principal, and during the 
fall of 1909 came to Appleton to accept the principalship of Appleton High school. He has 
continued to act in this capacity, and during his stay here has put the Domestic Science 
department on a full credit basis; has introduced a physical culture department in all its 
branches, including medical examination of all the students, and he is also introducing the 
innovation of recreation and social features. He is very popular with students and professors 
alike, and his standing in his profession is high. Professor Keller was elected to the exclusive 
Phi Beta Kappa Society while at the University of Chicago, a society organized December 5, 
1776, at Williams & Marys College, membership therein being based on scholarship 
attainments. 
 
In 1902, Professor Keller was united in marriage with Mary Hanson, at New London, she being a 
daughter of William Hanson, a business man of that place. Two children have been born to this 
union: Paul and Helene. 
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