
FRANK KLARNER, a well-to-do, retired citizen of Cicero township, Outagamie county, who for 
many years was engaged in farming in section 32, to which locality he came as a pioneer, was 
born in Austria, in 1835, and is a son of Seaman and Marie (Haun) Klarner, who spent their lives 
in Germany, and were the parents of six children: Sebastian, Andrew, Anna, Elizabeth, Pamelia 
and Frank. Frank Klarner was the only one of his family to come to the United States. He was 
married in Germany to Theresa Schnabl, daughter of Peter and Marie (Dinger) Schnabl, the 
former of whom died in 1854, aged sixty-four years, leaving six children: Mandalin, Marmield, 
Catherine, Franz, Theresa and Anna. With his wife and two children, Sebastian and Margaret, 
Frank Klarner came to America in 1868, on a sailing vessel that took forty-six days to make the 
trip, and located first in Hortonville, where he resided until 1871. In that year, in company 
with his brother-in-law and his family, Mr. Klarner located on section 32, Cicero township, it 
being necessary for the little party to follow a trail, as such a thing as roads in this section 
were at that time unknown. The two families built a cabin, 12x24 feet, and as both Mr. Klarner 
and Mr. Schnabl had only one cow and one ox each, they were compelled to exchange their 
oxen in order to make a yoke. Later Mr. Klarner took enough time from his work of clearing the 
property for cultivation to build a log cabin, 16x24 feet, and a stable, 22x50 feet, and added 
another forty-acre tract to his property, and here until his retirement he was engaged actively 
in farming. He erected a good basement barn, 36x66 feet, with a cement floor; a hog barn, 
18x36 feet, and a wagon shed, 20x30 feet, and now has a fine modern house, whose twelve 
rooms are fitted up with all modern conveniences. Mr. and Mrs. Klarner have had the following 
children: Sebastian, married Minnie Summer; Margaret, who married Joseph Fischer; Joseph, 
now managing the old homestead, who married Anna Krause, and has one child, Harold, born 
August 1, 1907; Anna, who married Peter Reiter; Bertha, who is the widow of Joseph 
Hassmann; Catherine, who married John Letter; Mary, who married Clarence Beeckler; Emma, 
who married Joseph F. Hassmann; and Lizzie, who married Joseph Dudek. 
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