
JOSEPH KLEIN, whose life has been spent in agricultural pursuits on the farm of 160 acres on 
which he now resides in section 29, Buchanan township, was born on this property December 
12, 1872, and is a son of Matt and Anna M. (Roerig) Klein, the former a native of Germany and 
the latter of Wisconsin. They were married in this State, immediately thereafter buying eighty 
acres of land in Buchanan township, at that time covered with timber, and Klein first cut down 
trees, hewed them into logs and built a small house, and here he continued to work at clearing 
and cultivating and from time to time adding to his property, until his retirement in the fall of 
1909, since which time he and Mrs. Klein have lived in Appleton, he having reached the age of 
seventy-one years and she being sixty-three. Eight of their ten children are living, and of these 
Joseph was the second in order of birth. He received a district school education and worked for 
his father until nearly twenty-eight years of age, when he began working for wages and so 
continued for five months. He was married April 9, 1901, to Miss Frances Feypel, daughter of 
Michael and Catherine (Victor) Feypel, natives of Belgium, where Mrs. Klein was also born, 
March 12, 1879. They came to America in 1895 and settled in Appleton, but after five years 
moved to Dorchester, where they are now engaged in farming eighty acres of land, Mr. Feypel 
having reached the age of fifty-eight and his wife fifty-six years. Seven children have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Klein, of whom five are living: Frances, Michael, Chrecentia, Matthew and 
Rosella. Mr. Klein has 110 acres under the plow, all fenced with barbed wire, and he does 
general farming and markets dairy products, hay and grain. In politics he is a Democrat, and he 
has served as a member of the school board for one term. He and his family are members of 
the Catholic Church of Kimberly, Buchanan township. 
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