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ALEXANDER LAIRD, who has been closely identified with the agricultural interests of 

Outagamie county for a number of years, is now living retired on his fine farm in 

Ellington township, which is being operated by his son. He was born January 11, 1840, 

near Belfast, Ireland, and received his education in that vicinity, although he had to leave 

school at the age of fourteen years to take charge of the home farm, his father, William 

Laird, having died. When he was seventeen years of age he left the Emerald Isle and 

came to the United States with his mother, brothers and sisters, and from Fond du Lac, at 

which city the road stopped, the little party walked to Ellington township. The mother 

purchased land in Bovina township, Outagamie county, and Mr. Laird worked on that 

property for twelve years. In 1868, Mr. Laird returned to Ireland, where he was married 

to Agnes Jamison, a native of that country, and on their return to the United States they 

settled on Mr. Laird's present home in Ellington township. For many years Mr. Laird was 

engaged in mixed farming and dairying, but he has now given up active work and is 

living a quiet life, enjoying the fruits of his early labors. He has lived to see the country 

grow from a vast stretch of wilderness to a flourishing, prosperous country, and his own 

farm develop from so many acres of heavy timber to one of the finest farming lands in 

Ellington township. In 1906 he erected the present handsome residence, and other good 

buildings grace this tract. Mr. Laird has been a member of the township board for several 

terms. He and Mrs. Laird are consistent members of the Congregational church, and have 

been the parents of seven children, namely: Elizabeth, Agnes, William L., Letta, John, 

Alexander and Katherine. Alexander Laird is now operating the old homestead farm. 


