
MATHIAS LANSER, who has been engaged in agricultural pursuits in Outagamie county for a 
number of years, is the owner of a fine tract of ninety-five acres of farming land in Grand 
Chute township, where he makes his home, and also owns forty acres in Freedom township and 
twenty acres in Black Creek township, all under cultivation. Mr. Lanser was born May 10, 1859, 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a son of John and Anna (Schmitt) Lanser, both of whom came from 
Germany and were married in Milwaukee. Mr. Lanser arrived in this country about 1850, 
locating first in New York State, where he worked for some time, and in 1853 located in 
Milwaukee. After about seven years he located on the farm now owned by his son Mathias in 
Grand Chute township, which he had purchased about five years previous to this time, and here 
he continued to reside until his death, September 20, 1889, Mrs. Lanser having passed away in 
1867. Mathias was the second of their six children. Mathias Lanser received but limited 
educational advantages, they being principally composed of four months' schooling in Appleton, 
but during his life by considerable reading and careful observation he has gained a good 
education. He was married November 13, 1888, to Elizabeth Fox, who was born in Brown 
county, Wisconsin, February 18, 1865 daughter of Peter Fox. Mr. Fox was born in Rhein 
Province, Germany, September 4, 1837, and came to America in 1855 with his parents on an 
old sailboat which took forty-six days to complete the trip. The family remained in New York 
City a short time and then came to Washington county, Wisconsin, settling on a sixty-acre 
farm. Peter Fox worked for others in that vicinity about two years, and then walked to 
Wrightstown, Brown county, where he bought forty acres of land, and soon thereafter was 
married to Anna Shomer, who was born in Germany in 1840. Two children were born to this 
union, Elizabeth being the youngest, and Mrs. Fox passed away three years after Mrs. Lanser's 
birth. In 1863 Mr. Lanser was married to Maggie Hin, also a native of Germany, and to this 
union there were born four children. Mr. Fox left Brown county in 1865, just after the close of 
the Civil War, and came to Freedom township, where he purchased sixty acres of land, and 
here he continued to reside until 1901, in which year he came to live with Mr. and Mrs. Lanser. 
Mr. Fox served as a State Guard during the Civil War, being a member of the Twenty-second 
Wisconsin Volunteers, and was mustered out at Madison in May, 1865. 
Mathias Lanser lived with his father until twenty-nine years of age, at which time he was 
married, and continued to operate the old homestead for one year. At the time of his father's 
death, he bought the interest of the other heirs, and here he has continued to engage in 
general farming to the present time. He and Mrs. Lanser have had these children: Peter, born 
September 23, 1889; Nicholas, born September 23, 1891; Maggie, born October 4, 1893; John, 
born June 25, 1895; Annie, born October 20, 1897; George, born October 30, 1899; Henry, born 
December 15, 1901; Freddie, born May 17, 1906; and Eveline born January 10, 1910. 
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