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BERNARD LOHAUS  

Many of the residents of Platte county have had their nativity in or trace their ancestry to 
Germany, among which number is Bernard Lohaus, who was born in Humphrey township on the 
1st of January, 1878, a son of Henry and Mary (Elpers) Lohaus, natives of Germany. The father 
came to America in early life, crossing the Atlantic about 1865, at which time he took up his 
abode in Baltimore, Maryland, where he remained for two years. He then went to Iowa, where 
he engaged in farming for a decade, at the end of which time he came to Platte county, 
Nebraska, and purchased one hundred and twenty acres in Humphrey township. He then 
concentrated his energies upon the cultivation and improvement of his farm, which he 
operated throughout his remaining days. He also secured a timber claim of one hundred and 
sixty acres and thus became the owner of two hundred and eighty acres of rich land, which he 
converted into a valuable farm property. He died in March, 1906, while his wife survived for 
seven years, passing away in March, 1913. 

  Under the parental roof Bernard Lohaus spent the days of his boyhood and youth and his 
education was acquired in the parochial schools at Humphrey. As his age and strength 
increased he assisted more and more largely in the work of the home farm and upon the death 
of his father he came into possession of the old home place by purchasing the interest of the 
other heirs in the property. His farm comprises one hundred and twenty acres on section 18, 
Humphrey township' and one hundred and sixty acres on section 13, Granville township. For the 
past nine years he has been in entire control of the place, which he is now carefully and 
systematically cultivating. He has wrought a marked change in its appearance by the many 
improvements that he has put upon it. He has but recently completed a five thousand dollar 
residence, modern in every respect, and he has other good buildings upon his farm, providing 
ample shelter for grain and stock. Well kept fences divide the farm into fields of convenient 
size, and he uses the latest improved machinery to facilitate the work of developing and caring 
for his crops. He makes a specialty of raising Polled Durham and Shorthorn cattle, Duroc Jersey 
hogs and White Orpington chickens, and his work in this direction sets a standard for others. He 
is also a stockholder in the Farmers Elevator Company of Humphrey. 

  In May, 1903, Mr. Lohaus was united in marriage to Miss Cunnigunda Braun, a daughter of 
Joseph and Eva (Scheidemantel) Braun, who are represented elsewhere in this volume. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lohaus have become parents of six children: Alphonse, Henry, Lucy, Leander, Syra and 
Mary, all at home. 

  The family attend the Catholic church, of which the parents are members, and Mr. Lohaus is 
also identified with the Catholic Order of Foresters and the Knights of Columbus. Since age 
conferred upon him the right of franchise he has voted with the democratic party, and he has 
served as township committeeman, taking a deep interest in political affairs and keeping well 
informed on the questions and issues of the day at all times. His life has been one of well 
directed industry and thrift, and along clearly defined lines of labor and business integrity he 
has won his success. 

 

 


