
LAWRENCE LUTZ, one of the proprietors of the largest ice business in Appleton, Wisconsin, 
which began in a small way and has steadily grown to its present large proportions, was born in 
1860, in Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, a son of Lawrence and Fredericka (Bohne) Lutz, natives of 
Germany who came to this country when children. Lawrence Lutz the elder became a farmer in 
Kewaunee county, where he died January 16, 1909, and his widow still survives him and makes 
her home in Appleton. They had a family of seven children, as follows: Edward, who is engaged 
in farming in Calumet county; Lawrence; Sophia, who married Henry Koehne; Fred, who is 
residing in Kewaunee county; William, who is deceased; Ricke, who married August Becherich, 
a resident of Plymouth county; and Teresa, who married Edward Pfranz, of Edgar, Wisconsin. 
Edward Lutz came to Outagamie county in 1875, and here learned the blacksmith trade, later 
engaging in driving a team, and it was his glowing reports of the opportunities offered the 
ambitious young man in this section that persuaded Lawrence Lutz to locate in Outagamie 
county in 1877. In 1885 the brothers engaged in the ice business with Edward Weimer, and 
during the following year purchased his interests. The company now handles about 4,500 cords, 
or 15,000 tons of ice annually, employing eighteen men and using nine wagons, and the ice is 
cut from the pure spots of the Fox River and Lake Winnebago. In addition to doing the largest 
business of its kind in Appleton, the company engages to some extent in contracting, although 
the ice industry receives the most attention. Like other successful business ventures which 
have started in a small way, the success of this company may be traced to the persevering 
efforts of its proprietors and to the fact that they have gained the confidence of the 
community in their business integrity. 
On May 27, 1882, Mr. Lutz was united in marriage with Hattie Graves, who was born in 
Waushara county, Wisconsin, daughter of R. H. Graves, and they have had two children: 
Orville, in business with his father; and Hazel, at home, both being graduates of the Appleton 
High School. The family is connected with the Congregational Church, and Mr. Lutz is a member 
of the Independent Order of Foresters, the Elks and the Harmony and Driving Clubs. He votes 
independently, and has never aspired to public office, preferring to give all of his time and 
attention to his business interests. 
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