
JAMES A. LYONS, M. D., a prominent practicing physician of Outagamie county, Wisconsin, who 
has been identified with the medical profession of Welcome, Wisconsin, for a number of years, 
was born May 25, 1866, in Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin, and is a son of James and Elizabeth 
(Graney) Lyons, natives of County Kerry, Ireland. James Lyons came to the United States in 
1848, and settled in the State of Vermont, where he was married to Elizabeth Graney, who had 
come to that State in girlhood. A few years later they moved to Ohio, and in 1856 came to 
Wisconsin and settled in Fond du Lac county, where Mr. Lyons purchased 120 acres of wild, 
undeveloped land and engaged in farming until 1891, at which time he retired from active life 
and moved to the town of Eden, where his death occurred November 10, 1906, when he was 
eighty-four years old, his widow surviving until September 7, 1910, and dying at the age of 
eighty-three. Both are buried in St. Mathew's Catholic Cemetery in Osceola township, Fond du 
Lac county. They were the parents of eight children: Mary, who married James Robinson, of 
Chokio, Minnesota; John, who died at the age of twenty-eight years; Edward H., engaged in the 
manufacturing business in Fond du Lac, and present representative of his district in the State 
Legislature, married Mary Cavanaugh; Hannah, who married Thomas Cahill, of Chippewa Falls, 
Wisconsin; Thomas E., a lawyer of Madison, and a graduate of the State University, was 
recently appointed by the Governor to the chairmanship of the State Tax Commission; 
Elizabeth, who married William McMahon, of Eden, Wisconsin; James A.; and Anna, deceased. 
James A. Lyons first attended the common schools, and then took a course in the Oshkosh 
Normal, passing the examinations and becoming a teacher at the age of seventeen years. 
During the following six winters he taught school and in the summers worked on his father's 
farm, then becoming traveling salesman, which occupation he followed for three years. In 1891 
he entered Rush Medical College, having decided upon a medical career, and in 1894 was 
graduated with the degree of M. D., later taking a post-graduate course in the Chicago 
Polyclinic Institute. Immediately thereafter he commenced practice in Welcome, and hee had 
built up a large and lucrative practice when he was the victim of an unfortunate accident, 
being kicked in the abdomen by a horse, causing injuries that made him an invalid for three or 
four years and necessitated four surgical operations. The continued strain caused nervous 
prostration, and he eventually sold his practice to Dr. Perry Commerford of Appleton, now 
deceased. By 1906 Dr. Lyons had so far recovered that he resumed his practice and returned to 
Welcome where he has been located ever since. 
In October, 1897, Dr. Lyons was married to Miss Nellie Sullivan, born February 24, 1869, 
daughter of Jeremiah and Mary (Harrington) Sullivan, of Lebanon, Waupaca county, and they 
have had five children: Mary E., deceased; Owen E., Alice E., Lawrence J. and Austin J., 
deceased. Dr. Lyons is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, the Equitable Fraternal 
Union, the Catholic Order of Foresters and the Royal Neighbors. He is a Republican in politics. 
With his family he attends St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church at Welcome. 
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