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CAPTAIN JOSEPH H. MARSTON, one of the old and honest citizens of Outagamie County, 
Wisconsin, who for many years has been closely identified with the business and public 
interests of the city of Appleton, has a distinguished record for service during the great Civil 
war. Captain Marston was born June 1, 1829, in Deerfield, New Hampshire, and is a son of 
George H. and Lucretia D. (Hilton) Marston, natives of New Hampshire of English descent. The 
family came to Wisconsin in 1843, by the Erie Canal and Great Lakes, and George H. Marston 
pre-empted one-quarter of a section of land near Kenosha, at a time when the Indians in this 
region were more plentiful than white men. In April, 1850, Mr. Marston, Sr., came to Appleton, 
where he engaged in painting, and for many years up to the time of his death served as justice 
of the peace. He died in the faith of the Baptist Church, when seventy-eight years old. In 
politics he was a Democrat. Nine children were born to George H. and Lucretia Marston, 
namely: Dr. S. L., a graduate of Rush Medical College and for many years a medical 
practitioner. Dr. S. L. Marston was surgeon of the Twelfth Wisconsin, and was with Sherman in 
his march to the sea. Residence, Hartford, Wisconsin; now deceased. Captain Joseph H., 
Appleton; Eliza and John, residing in Omaha, Nebraska; Adelaide, residing in Denver, Colorado; 
Susan, residing near Seattle, Washington; Robey D., who died at Roanoke Island while in the 
marine service during the Civil war; Josephine, who is deceased, and Martha, who is residing at 
Butte, Montana. 

Joseph H. Marston received his education in the public schools of Kenosha county, came to 
Appleton in 1852 and enlisted in May,1861, in Company E, Sixth Wisconsin Infantry, "The Iron 
Brigade," he being commissioned second lieutenant, being later made first lieutenant, and, 
September 17, 1862, after the battle of Antietam, captain, with which rank he was mustered 
out of service, March 19, 1864, on account of disability. Among the many bloody battles in 
which he participated may be mentioned Second Bull Run, South Mountain, Antietam, 
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. He was wounded by a gunshot in his head at South Mountain 
and was reported among the killed, notice being sent to Appleton to that effect; at Gettysburg 
a shell exploded at Captain Marston's feet, but the only injury he sustained was a sprained 
ankle, although he was thrown into the air; and at Antietam he was wounded in the leg. In 
addition, his experiences included being captured at Gettysburg and escaped with others after 
the three days' battle. 

The following is an extract from a letter received from Col. R. R. Dawes, commanding the Sixth 
Wisconsin Regiment at the battle of Gettysburg: 

"My Dear Captain Marston: I notice that you are appointed with others to go to Gettysburg to 
locate the monument for the 6th Wis. Reg't. I can at this time see your tall form and firm step 
as you pressed Co. E forward on a charge through that fearful storm of death. How they failed 
to kill you has always been a mystery to me. I expect to meet you at Gettysburg." 

The color guards formed a part of Captain Marston's Company in this battle, in which he lost 
more than half of his men in killed and wounded. It was in this charge that the 2d Mississippi 
Regiment was captured by the 6th Wisconsin. After completing his service, he returned to 
Appleton, where he engaged in the manufacture of wagon stock in company with R. Z. Mason, 
former president of Lawrence University; an enterprise in which he is still engaged. 

In 1854 Captain Marston was united in marriage with Miss Louise B. Belding, who came to 
Appleton from Hardwick, Vermont, with her brother, and she died in 1892, having been the 
mother of five children: Quincy, who is in the coal business in Appleton with his brother 
Charles, Cora, Russell and Myrtie, deceased. Captain Marston is a member of Waverly Lodge 
No. 51, and Appleton Chapter No. 47 of the Masonic fraternity, and is an honored comrade of 
George D. Eggleston Post No. 33, Grand Army of the Republic, having been one of the 
incorporators of the Wisconsin Soldiers' Home, and for ten years a trustee thereof. He has held 
numerous public offices and for two terms served as mayor of Appleton. 


