
JOHN THOMAS MCCARTHY, a representative of one of Outagamie county's pioneer families, 
carrying on operations on a fine tract of farming land in Center township, was born on his 
father's farm in this township, October 10, 1883, a son of Stephen and Margaret (Stoffel) 
McCarthy. Stephen McCarthy was born in Ireland in December, 1811, and when twenty-seven 
years of age came to New York. There he spent ten years in faithful work, and in addition to 
sending money home to his mother to help support the family, the father having died some 
years before, he accumulated enough to purchase a tract of wild land in Center township, 
Outagamie county, and came here with a team of oxen, a wagon and other crude necessities, 
to try and wring a livelihood from the soil. Building a log cabin, he settled down to clear and 
cultivate his property, and when he died, August 11, 1891, he was one of the wealthy and 
respected citizens of Center township. On November 2, 1862, Mr. McCarthy was married to 
Margaret Stoffel, who was born January 25, 1842, in Germany, daughter of Michael and 
Margaret Stoffel, early settlers of Grand Chute township, where Mr. Stoffel followed farming 
for a long period. Mrs. McCarthy still survives her husband, and is making her home with her 
son John T. She and Mr. McCarthy had ten children. 
 
John Thomas McCarthy was eighteen years of age when his father died, and he at once took up 
the management of the home place, later purchasing the property from his mother. His 
education was secured in the neighborhood schools and the Sisters' school at Mackville, but as 
he had to work hard during his youth he could not attend as much as he would have desired. He 
now carries on general farming and dairying, raising good crops and finding a ready and 
profitable market for his produce. On November 24, 1908, Mr. McCarthy was married to Louise 
Weiss, daughter of Irwin and Agnes (Ebert) Weiss of Ellington township. Mrs. McCarthy obtained 
her education in the schools in the neighborhood of her father's farm in Ellington township. She 
and Mr. McCarthy have had one child, Lucile, who was born September 16, 1909. In politics Mr. 
McCarthy is a stanch democrat, and with his wife he attends St. Edwards' Catholic Church at 
Mackville. 
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