
WILLIAM P. MCCARTHY, whose excellent farm of 181 acres is located in Center township, is one 
of the well-known agriculturists of his section and a son of pioneer parents. He was born 
December 19, 1875, on his father's farm in Center township, a son of Stephen and Margaret 
(Stoffel) McCarthy. Stephen McCarthy was born in Ireland, in December, 1821, and in about 
1848 left County Tipperary for the United States, landing at New York. After a period covering 
ten years spent in hard, faithful work on a New York farm, he had accumulated enough money 
to purchase a team of oxen, a wagon and several other necessities, in addition to sending 
money home to his mother in Ireland, his father having died when he was about ten years old. 
With his team and wagon he came to Outagamie county in 1858, having purchased the land 
three years before without seeing it, and here he built a log cabin and settled down to clear 
the farm from the wilderness. As soon as he was able he sent to the old country for his mother, 
who came and lived near him, on the land which now belongs to William P. McCarthy. Mr. 
McCarthy was married November 2, 1862, to Margaret Stoffel, who was born January 25, 1842, 
in Germany, daughter of Michael and Margaret Stoffel. Michael Stoffel walked from Milwaukee, 
whence he had come in 1854, to Madison, and then on to Outagamie county, finally settling in 
Grand Chute township, where he was engaged in farming until his death at the age of eighty 
years. Stephen P . McCarthy died August 11, 1891, but his widow still survives him and makes 
her home with her son, John . 
 
William P. McCarthy received his education in the schools of his neighborhood and the Sisters' 
school at Mackville, attending during the winter months, while the summers were spent in the 
hard work of the home farm, as was the custom of farmers' sons at that time. He always 
worked at home for his father, and when the latter died he inherited 107 acres west of the 
present place. Here he resided until he was thirty-two years old, at which time he bought the 
farm which he now cultivates, a fine tract of 181 acres, where he has carried on general 
farming and dairying. Mr. McCarthy's sister, Mary, lives with him and takes care of the duties of 
the household. In his political views Mr. McCarthy is a Democrat. He is connected with St. 
Edward's Catholic Church at Mackville . 
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