
MILES MEIDAM, a progressive, wide-awake citizen of Appleton, Wisconsin, who is proprietor of 
the old Rogers greenhouse, at No.1363 Carver street, was born in Appleton, July 30, 1858, and 
is a son of John and Richa Meidam. The father, who was a hewer of timber and farmer, came 
with his family to this country from Holland, settling in Appleton where he spent the remainder 
of his days on a small farm, his death occurring in 1836, and that of his widow in 1906. Prior to 
her marriage to Mr. Meidam, Mrs. Meidam had been the wife of a Mr. Van Oyen, who died 
leaving her six children, and to her second marriage there were born eight children, of whom 
five survive: Miles, Stephen, Dennis, Henrietta and Mary. Miles Meidam secured his education in 
the common schools of Appleton, and in 1874 he began to work for the Riverside Association, 
with which he was connected for thirteen years. In 1887 he entered the employ of W. H. 
Rogers, who had established a business in 1873 on Carver street, and after working for Mr. 
Rogers for five years, Mr. Meidam commenced renting the property of him and eventually 
purchased the greenhouse. There are one and one-half acres of land, covered with shrubs, 
slips, trees, lawns and flowers, and the old stand is well patronized by those who appreciate 
the beautiful arrangement of flowers and ferns. Mr. Meidam makes a specialty of elaborate 
pieces for funerals, weddings or celebrations, and his cut flowers and designs are much in 
demand, it requiring the services of two employes and a wagon for him to supply his trade. In 
1882 Mr. Meidam was married to Minnie J. Rogers, daughter of W. H. and Lucinda Ann (Coats) 
Rogers, pioneers of Appleton, and three children have been born to this union: Ray, who is 
engaged in business with his father; Glenn, attending school; and Roger, who is deceased. The 
family attends the Baptist Church. Mr. Meidam's fraternal connection is with the Odd Fellows. 
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