
WILLIAM MEYER. In looking for a reason for personal success the seeker invariably finds that the 
men who rise above their fellows are those who have kept everlastingly at what, they started 
out to accomplish, and through sheer perseverance surmount all obstacles and work their way 
to the front. It is doubly hard for those who have had no advantages during their youth, for 
they find that the others have an early start over them, and yet it is found that some of our 
most successful men are those who have been compelled to make their own way from earliest 
youth. One of the self-made men of Outagamie county, who is carrying on agricultural 
operations on a tract of 160 acres lying in Center township, is William Meyer. He is a son of 
Frederick Meyer, who was born in Germany and came to the United States as a young man, 
landing at New York and going thence to Milwaukee, where he was engaged in butchering until 
1859, when he came to Center township and bought twenty acres of land. Here he spent the 
rest of his life in farming. In 1855 he was married to Katherina P. Kohlie, who was born in 
Germany, and they had a family of four children . 
 
William Meyer was born January 17, 1857, near Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and he was three years 
old when the family came to Center township. He was reared on the home farm, and secured a 
good education in the district schools, the father insisting that the boys should have all the 
advantages that tuition could give them. As a youth, William Meyer preferred farming to any 
other vocation, but he was put at the carpenter's trade, and followed it for fifteen years, 
during which time he saved every cent he had and put it into land. His first purchase was a 
tract of two acres, on which he erected a house, and he gradually added to the land, little by 
little, clearing away the stumps and stones, and breaking the ground for crops. This steadfast, 
persevering labor was bound to accomplish results, and he is now the possessor of one of the 
finely cultivated farms of Center township, covering 160 acres. His present handsome home 
was erected in 1900, the other having been destroyed by fire, and the large barns were built in 
1895, there also being a full number of other buildings on the premises . 
 
On November 15, 1878, Mr. Meyer was married to Mary Nahls, daughter of Frederick and Mary 
(Russ) Nahls, of Center township. Mrs. Meyer, who was born in Germany, came to the United 
States with her parents when she was a small girl. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Meyer, namely: Ida, who married Fred Boether, a farmer of Manitowoc county, has two 
children, Irene and Mildred; William, of Center township, married Mata Koepka, and has one 
child, Millie; Delia, who married Edwin Schroeder, of Black Creek, has one son, Lawrence; and 
Emma, who married Fred Bullard, of Escanaba, has a daughter, Chrystal. When still a young 
man, in 1890, Mr. Meyer was elected to the office of supervisor, an office which he held two 
years, and in 1895 was elected chairman of the board of supervisors, a capacity in which he 
acted for six years. He is a Democrat in politics, but it has been a case of the office seeking the 
man, rather than the man seeking the office. With his wife he attends St. John's German 
Lutheran Church . 
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