
JACOB NICKOLAY, whose fine tract of 198 acres, Woodside Farm, is situated in section 13, 
Seymour township, is a native of Germany, born November 4, 1853, a son of Peter and Susan 
Nickolay. The parents of Mr. Nickolay were married in Germany and came to the United States 
in 1867 with their five children, Jacob, Mary, Peter, Anton and John, settling on forty acres of 
land in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, ten acres of which had been cleared. Mr. Nickolay, with 
the help of his sons, cleared the remainder of this property, and lived there twenty years, and 
his last years were spent at the home of his son Jacob, where he died in 1909, aged eighty-five 
years, the mother having passed away February 22, 1892, the day before her sixty-seventh 
birthday. Jacob Nickolay received his education in Germany, and was fourteen years old when 
the family came to the United States. During the year following their arrival, he remained at 
home, and he then went to work in the shingle mills until he was twenty-four, when he 
commenced farming, and in 1879 came to Seymour township, locating on a tract of sixty-seven 
acres. This land was virgin wilderness, not a stick having been cut on the property, but after he 
had erected a little log house and barn Mr. Nickolay began the work of clearing his property for 
cultivation, and after putting the original purchase in a productive state he bought thirteen 
acres adjoining, and he now has most of his land under cultivation. He built a fine brick house 
and a barn 84x70 feet, the latter of which was destroyed by fire, and he then erected a new 
barn, 36x106 feet, with a basement under all. He raises thoroughbred hogs of the Duroc Jersey 
breed, Holstein cattle and fine horses, and carries on extensive general farming operations. In 
politics Mr. Nickolay is a staunch Democrat and he has served Sevmour township as supervisor 
and as assessor for nine years. 
 
In 1879 Mr. Nickolay was married to Mary Bur, who was born in Germany in 1854, daughter of 
Nick and Catherine Bur, natives of Germany, who came to the United States and died at Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Nickolay have no children, but have an adopted son, Raphael, who 
was born in 1891 in New York. 
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