
HOTEL LASALLE. One of the leading hostelries of Kaukauna, and one that is much patronized by 
the traveling public, is this well known house, the proprietor of which, Michael H. Niesen, is 
one of that city's most popular citizens. The Hotel LaSalle was built in 1905, by Captain D. J. 
Brothers, one of the first white men to come to Kaukauna, and was erected by him to 
perpetuate his memory in the minds of those who came after. This famous stand has changed 
hands a number of times, and on April 1, 1910, Mr. Niesen took charge of its affairs. It is of 
solid brick construction, has thirty-eight rooms, and its ample dining room seats 100 guests. 
Michael H. Niesen was born October 1, 1878, in Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, son of Hubert and 
Catherine (Wolf) Niesen, natives of Wisconsin. Mr. Niesen's father moved to Kaukauna June 23, 
1881, and has followed the trade of millwright here ever since, having helped to build mills on 
the Fox River during the past thirty years, as well as on the Wisconsin River. He is well known 
in this business and enjoys an enviable reputation for integrity and probity. Mr. Niesen and his 
wife were members of the Catholic Church and were the parents of seven children, all of whom 
survive. Michael H. Niesen received his education in the schools of Kaukauna, after leaving 
which he was for some time engaged in railroad work. He then entered the retail liquor 
business, and in 1910 became proprietor of the Hotel LaSalle, which he has brought up to a 
high standard of excellence. Mr. Niesen was married June 9, 1908, to Ida Ortleib, of Chilton, 
Wisconsin. They are members of Holy Cross Catholic Church. He is a member of the Foresters, 
of which he has been district secretary since its organization, and he also holds membership in 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, acting in the capacity of treasurer of that order, a position he 
has held since the lodge was started in Kaukauna. Mr. Niesen is very public-spirited, and he has 
found time from his business interests to serve his city as alderman and as a member of the fire 
and police commission, and he now holds the latter office. 
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