
JAMES D. O'LEARY, who has been a resident of Appleton for nearly a quarter of a century, is 
now engaged in business here with John P. Ritze. He was born at Cambridge, Washington 
county, New York, in September, 1863, and is a son of James and Abbie E. (McGrath) O'Leary, 
natives of Ireland, who were married in New York. Mrs. O'Leary died in New York, and in 1866 
James O'Leary brought his six children to Wisconsin, locating first at Hortonville, and removing 
later to Oshkosh, where he married Mary Hollahan, of Hoboken, New York. In later years he 
removed to Appleton, and eventually went to Milwaukee where the last years of his life were 
spent in quiet retirement, and there he died July 10, 1900. The children born to James D. and 
Abbie E. O'Leary were as follows: William, who is living in Sydney, Australia; Mrs. Thomas 
Ward, a resident of Milwaukee; Mrs. Susan Brown, who lives in Tacoma, Washington; Mary Ann, 
who is deceased; James D.; and Martin, who lost his life in a street car accident. James D. 
O'Leary spent most of his early years in Oshkosh, from which city he went West for seven years 
and came thence to Appleton in 1887, having resided here ever since. For nine years he was 
located at the Sherman House, and in 1896 he engaged in a saloon business on Appleton 
avenue, which he has carried on successfully to the present time, admitting John P. Ritze as a 
partner in July, 1910. Mr. O'Leary is a self-made man, is possessed of much business ability and 
is very popular with his patrons. He was married January 1, 1896, to Catherine Vaughan, of 
Outagamie county, Wisconsin, daughter of William and Margaret (Cox) Vaughan, and to this 
union there have been born four children, namely: James, Mary, Margaret and John. 
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