
HENRY J. OELKE, one of prosperous agriculturists of Outagamie county, now residing on the 
property once owned by his father, in section 23, Dale township, was born in Winnebago 
county, Wisconsin, June 24, 1879. He is a son of Julius and Matilda (Kleberg) Oelke, natives of 
Germany and Winnebago county, Wisconsin, respectively, who were married in the latter 
county and lived there until 1898, when removal was made to Outagamie county. Here the 
father purchased the farm now occupied by the son, and made it his home until his retirement 
in 1905. Since that year the father has lived in Dale, being now fifty-six years old, while his 
wife is fifty years of age. Henry J. Oelke was the second of three children born to his parents. 
He remained at home until his marriage, which occurred in 1906, when he was united with Miss 
Ella Schartau, born September 4, 1885, a daughter of William and Sophia Schartau, natives of 
Germany. They were married in Wisconsin, and are now living in Outagamie county, the father 
being seventy-three years old, and the mother sixty-four years of age. Mrs. Oelke was the 
seventh in a family of twelve children. Mr. and Mrs. Oelke are the parents of two children: Orla 
and Vora. Mr. Oelke purchased the homestead from his father, and owns 220 acres of rich land, 
mostly all under cultivation. He carries on general farming and stock raising, marketing dairy 
products, hogs, cattle, grain and potatoes, milking about twenty cows the year around. His 
preference is for graded Holstein and Duroc-Jersey hogs. His substantial barn is 40x92 feet, 
built in 1898 and kept up to modern requirements. The house was built in 1899, contains 
eleven rooms, closets and is fitted throughout with modern conveniences. There is another 
frame barn on the property, 98x36 feet, built in 1900, as well as numerous outbuildings for 
sheltering of stock, grain and machinery. In politics Mr. Oelke is a Republican. He and his wife 
are consistent members of the Lutheran Church. Having grown up amid healthy agricultural 
surroundings, Mr. Oelke understands his business in every detail, and has thus been enabled to 
carry it on profitably and creditably. 
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