
JOHN L. PARKER, farmer and stock raiser and one of the progressive, public-spirited citizens of 
Center township, is a son of George Washington Parker, who was born in New York in 1827, and 
came to Outagamie county, Wisconsin, in the early '40s, purchasing land in Ellington township. 
There he married Sarah Smith, whose parents came from New York and settled in Ellington 
township, and in 1878 Mr. Parker removed to Center township, where he spent the remainder 
of his life in agricultural pursuits and died in 1903, his wife having passed away in 1871. Of 
their four children, one is deceased, and John L. and two sisters are living. John L. Parker was 
born June 18, 1863, in Ellington township, and his education was secured in the district schools 
of that township and the schools in the vicinity of the Center township farm, which he left at 
the age of seventeen or eighteen years. His boyhood was spent much the same as other 
farmer's boys of that date, their services being required on the home farm every minute that 
they could spare from school, and early in life he learned those traits of energy, economy and 
frugality, as well as a quality of keeping everlastingly at whatever he set out to accomplish, 
that have assured him success in his chosen field. At the time of his father's retirement from 
active labor, Mr. Parker took over the management of the home farm, and he has since 
installed many improvements, erecting new buildings, repairing others and keeping the farm in 
a high state of cultivation. General farming and dairying have occupied his time, and he raises 
large crops and finds a ready market for them. He is liberal in his political views, but, other 
things being equal, he votes the Republican ticket. 
 
On December 3, 1890, Mr. Parker was married to Annie Reihl, daughter of Christian and 
Theresa (Fries) Reihl, natives of Germany, the latter of whom died in 1881, while the former 
makes his home with Mr. and Mrs. Parker. Seven children have been born to John L. and Annie 
Parker, namely: Wilbert, who died aged two years, born July 24, 1896; and Walter, Elma, Earl, 
Leland, Howard and Clement. Mr. and Mrs. Parker belong to the German Lutheran Church of 
Ellington. 
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