
FRANK I. PHILLIPS, a well-known citizen of Appleton, Wisconsin, has been superintendent of 
the Appleton Woolen Mills since 1894, and has been connected with this large concern since its 
incorporation here nearly thirty years ago. He was born in February, 1856, in Springville, New 
York, a son of William and Louisa (Pomerter) Phillips, natives of New York, the latter of whom 
is now deceased. William Phillips, who has been in the tanning and leather business all of his 
life, is now a resident of Otto, New York. Frank I. Phillips was the third of his parents' four 
children, and he received a somewhat limited common school education, as he entered the 
woolen mills at Otto, New York, when he was only ten years of age, beginning to gain 
experience that was to prove of great value to him in the years to follow. He was eighteen 
years old when he came west to Wisconsin, first locating at Baraboo, Sauk county, where he 
remained three years, and then at Montello, where he was employed four years. When the 
Appleton Woolen Mills established their factory here, Mr. Phillips entered their employ, and he 
worked his way up from boss weaver, the position which he held when he first joined the 
company, to assistant superintendent, and later, in 1894, to superintendent, a position which 
he has held to the present time. Mr. Phillips is an expert in his line, as he has followed this 
occupation all of his life, and is capable of handling any and every department in the big mills. 
He is a Republican in his political views, while his fraternal connections have been with the 
Odd Fellows, which society he joined as a young man. 
 
Mr. Phillips was married in 1878 to Izola Sheldon, of Montello, Wisconsin, daughter of Simon 
and Caroline Sheldon, and one daughter has been born to this union: Grace, who married 
Edward Boland, of Appleton . 
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