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MRS. DEBORAH COOLEY PRATT, one of the most venerable residents of Appleton and one of the 
most highly esteemed, whose long, useful and comparatively peaceful life has very nearly 
bridged a century, has been a resident of Wisconsin for many years, but is a native of New 
York. She was born at Attica, March 17, 1815, when a large part of her native state was yet an 
Indian frontier and when the main topics of the day were the close of the War of 1812, the 
introduction of steam, the invention of the cotton gin, and the possible building of the great 
Erie Canal across New York, which would be a wonderful piece of engineering. Mrs. Pratt saw 
that accomplished before her marriage to Miles Pratt, which took place in 1836. Seven children 
were born to this union, two of whom are still living: Mrs. E. R. Spaulding, of Appleton, and E. 
M. Pratt, of Milwaukee. Her eight grandchildren are: F. J. Harriman, F. E. Harriman, Dr. Harry 
K. Pratt and Miss Della Whitford, all of Appleton; Mrs. Flora Perry, of Pomona, California; Mrs. 
Carl Lord, of Keysville, Virginia; and Mabel and Alice Pratt, of Milwaukee . There are fifteen 
great-grandchildren and also two great-great-grandchildren. In the comfort, happiness and 
future of all these descendants the venerable lady is happily interested. Time has touched her 
with a light hand. In spite of her weight of years she is in excellent health of body and was 
never more vigorous in mind and not only enjoys social and family intercourse but preserves a 
lively interest in all that transpires in the great outside world. She looks back over a happy past 
and into the future with clear vision. She is affectionately known to everyone as "Grandma 
Pratt."  
 
 
 


