
PATRICK H. PRUNTY, a well-known citizen of Outagamie county, was born in Province 
Connaught, Ireland, and came to the United States with his brother, Peter, in 1845, when 
nineteen years of age, settling near Boston, Massachusetts, where he secured employment on 
farms. In 1851 the brothers started for California, via the Isthmus of Panama, making their way 
by foot across to the Pacific coast, where they took a vessel. After spending three years in 
placer mining they returned over the same route, and remained in Boston during the winter of 
1855, when they came to Outagamie county, via Milwaukee. Patrick H. Prunty bought the south 
one-half of section 15, Town 22, range 16 east, in Ellington township. His brother Peter also 
purchased a quarter section of land north of the town of Stephensville. Patrick H. Prunty sold 
the east one-half of the southeast quarter of section 15 later on, and still later disposed of 
another eighty acres, but continued to hold 200 acres, which he developed from a wild waste 
of timber land on which only a small claim shanty had been built, into a fertile, productive 
farm with large residence, handsome barns and other farm buildings. On July 18, 1858, he was 
married to Anna Haffnier, who was born in County Tipperary, Ireland, and came to this country 
when three years of age in 1837, with her father and mother, John and Nora (Dwyer) Haffnier, 
who came. to this county in 1848 and settled in Greenville township, where both died. Mr. and 
Mrs. Prunty have been the parents of ten children, as follows: Peter S., who met an accidental 
death while operating a threshing machine in South Dakota, August 29, 1885, at the age of 
twenty-seven years; John H., who died in 1902, when forty-three years old; Patrick L., residing 
in Canada; Mary J., who married J. P. Crow and lives in South Dakota; Nora E., who married 
Frank Sheelar, of South Dakota; Michael E., unmarried and living on the homestead; Catherine, 
who is keeping house for her father in Appleton; Francis T., who married Agnes Corney and 
lives at Bear Creek; James, living on the homestead; and Anna E., teaching in the Third Ward 
school, Appleton, Wisconsin. 
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