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EARL D. RALPH. Among the representative citizens and skilled agriculturists of Outagamie 
county, Wisconsin, may be mentioned Earl D. Ralph, a farmer of Grand Chute township, who 
has a fine property of eighty acres, on which he makes a specialty of dairy farming. Mr. Ralph 
was born September 26, 1872, at Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, and is a son of Benjamin A. and 
Mary (DeVolls) Ralph, the former born at Warren, Vermont, in 1845, and the latter in Stow, 
Massachusetts, in 1847. As a young man Benjamin Ralph was a farmer, and he grew to manhood 
on a farm near Fort Atkinson, whence his parents had come when he was a child. For some 
time he was employed as a clerk in his brother's general store, and later he embarked in the 
business on his own account, continuing therein for about ten years, when he sold his 
mercantile interests and moved to a small farm, on which he is now engaged in gardening and 
raising fruit. He was twice married, having eight children by his first marriage and five children 
by the second, and Earl D. is the oldest of the children by his first wife. Earl D. Ralph attended 
school at Fort Atkinson, and as a youth worked on his father's farm, which he began working on 
shares when he was twenty-one years old., After continuing thus for twelve years he continued 
working for his father for two years more, and then went to Packwaukee, Marquette county, 
where he operated a farm of 200 acres for a Mr. Priest, but on account of failing health had to 
give up this position after one year and four months. Returning to this county, he bought his 
present farm of eighty acres, which he has devoted principally to dairy farming, and he now 
has a fine herd of registered Jersey cattle. Mr. Ralph is a Prohibitionist, and has been active in 
the cause of Temperance. His religious connection is with the Congregational Church . 
 
On March 21, 1910, Mr. Ralph was married to Alice Miles, who was born near Packwaukee, 
Wisconsin, December 25, 1872, daughter of Mark and Ann H. (Whitson) Miles, the former born 
in Ohio, December 11, 1839, and the latter on Long Island, New York, February 9, 1839. Mr. 
Miles came to Wisconsin about 1852 or 1853. He enlisted in the Civil War in a Wisconsin 
regiment. He returned from the war just before his first wife died. No children were born to his 
first marriage. He lived at Wausau, Oshkosh and Richford before locating at Packwaukee. He 
then went to Thayer county, Nebraska, where he met his death by being struck by lightning in 
1881. The year following his widow and her two children came back to Packwaukee, where Mrs. 
Miles died February 6, 1910. 
 
 


