
JOHN REGENFUSS, proprietor of Regenfuss Brewing Company, and one of the well known 
business men of Kaukauna, Wisconsin, was born in Washington county, Wisconsin, August 12, 
1859, and is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Rossbach) Regenfuss, natives of Germany who came 
to the United States in 1843 and located near Milwaukee. Jacob Regenfuss was a farmer in the 
vicinity of Milwaukee during forty-five years, and is now living retired at the home of his son, 
John, in Kaukauna, where his wife died January 19, 1911. They had a family of fifteen children, 
of whom seven are now living. John Regenfuss had his early educational training in the schools 
of Milwaukee, and graduated from the Commercial College at that city, later attending the 
Brewing Academy. In 1879 he located in Appleton, and for seven years conducted the 
Northwestern House, then becoming connected with Walter Brothers Brewing Company, with 
which he was engaged eleven years. In 1906, Mr. Regenfuss came to Kaukauna and established 
himself in business as proprietor of Regenfuss Brewing Company, which he bought from Peter 
Helf. This company has a capacity of 8,000 barrels of beer annually, employs eight men, and 
has a building 40x80 feet, two stories in height and composed of brick. The beer produced is 
the well known "Standard" brand, which is handled all over Kaukauna and Appleton. Mr. 
Regenfuss was married in 1881, to Mary M. Heinz of Appleton, daughter of Lambert and Anna 
Heinz. Mr. Regenfuss' family consists of nine children, of whom one is deceased. They are 
members of Holy Cross Catholic Church, and Mr. Regenfuss is a member of the Catholic Order 
of Foresters and the Catholic Knights. While a resident of Menasha, Wisconsin, Mr. Regenfuss 
served one term as alderman, and later he was given the honor of having his name put before 
the convention for the office of sheriff of Outagamie county, but owing to political conditions 
at that time he was defeated by but six votes. Lambert Heinz and his wife Anna, the parents of 
Mrs. Regenfuss, were natives of Belgium. They came to Appleton in 1862, and were among the 
old settlers of that city. 
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