
WILLIAM REICK, the owner of a well-cultivated tract of sixty acres in Greenville township, and 
one of the practical farmers and public-spirited citizens of this section, was born in Greenville 
township, June 4, 1863, a son of Charles and Mary (Denkter) Reick, natives of Mecklenburg, 
Germany. They came to the United States about 1856, first settling in Manitowoc county, 
where Mr. Reick worked for others as a farm hand, receiving his salary in provisions, and about 
two years later came to Greenville township, where Mr. Reick rented a farm. He then bought a 
property in Grand Chute township, consisting of eighty acres, and had started to clear and 
cultivate it, when he was drafted into the Union army, and served until the close of the Civil 
War. He had gotten as far as Milwaukee on his return, when he suddenly died from the effects 
of his army service. He was a private in the Fiftieth Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 
In the meantime, the mother and her three small children had been living in the little shanty 
that they had rented, and after her first husband's death, Mrs. Reick was married to Charles 
Bensch, and moved to a farm in Grand Chute township, which they later sold to move to 
another property in Greenville, and there Mrs. Bensch died in 1887. She had three children by 
her first marriage: Lenna W., wife of Theodore Huffman, a carpenter of Appleton; John, a 
resident of this township and a carpenter by trade; and William. There were five children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Bensch. William Reick attended the district schools of Grand Chute township, 
giving up his studies at the age of thirteen years to commence working as a farm hand, 
although he gave his earnings to his father until he was twenty-one years old. He then learned 
the mason's trade, which he followed for six years, when he purchased his present farm. Since 
coming here in 1889, Mr. Reick has made many improvements on his property, including a 
modern residence and barn, and his sixty acres are in a fine state of cultivation. He was 
married October 22, 1889, to Emma Schroth, who was born in Ellington township, Outagamie 
county, June 23, 1868, daughter of George and Mary (Bahler) Schroth, natives of Germany. 
George Schroth, who was an early settler and land owner of Ellington township, served during 
the Civil War and died soon after the close thereof, while his widow survived him until 1903. 
Mr. and Mrs. Reick have had three children: Selma, born September 1, 1890: Nelta, born 
October 25, 1894; and Wilbert, born May 7, 1903. Mr .and Mrs. Reick are members of the 
Lutheran Church. He is an independent voter, and is socially connected with the Equitable 
Fraternal Union. 
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