
THOMAS B. REID was born in Nunda, Livingston county, New York, December 15, 1844. He 
commenced the printing business when sixteen years old: He worked his way through the 
common schools and academy. In the spring of 1864 he came west and secured a position of 
reporter on the Dubuque Times. He made something of a record in writing up, for the press 
generally, a series of joint debates between distinguished orators in the last presidential 
campaign of Abraham Lincoln. Those literary efforts would be considered as lurid exploitations 
of a crude but fertile imagery. That they were given space is evidence that western pioneer 
journalism depended more on the javelins of withering invectives than rhythmic criticisms, to 
give tone to its columns. Mr. Reid moved to Wisconsin in 1865 and founded, with his brother, 
the Oconomowoc Badger. In the fall of 1867 he sold the Oconomowoc paper and purchased a 
half interest in the Waukesha Freeman. On March 10, 1869, he married Augusta Ray, daughter 
of the late Adam E. Ray of Waukesha. Mrs. Reid died February 10, 1886. One child was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Reid, namely, Estelle Ray Reid. Mr. Reid remained as the editor of the Waukesha 
Freeman for nearly three years, when he aspired to a broader field of usefulness. He then 
disposed of his interest in the Freeman, formed a partnership with Col. J. A. Watrous, 
purchased the Weekly Conmmonwealth at Fond du Lac, then the second city of the state. The 
following year they established the Daily Commonwealth. This paper was recognized as one of 
force and character and influence in civic as well as in political campaigns. Mr. Reid remained 
with the Commonwealth until Fond du Lac commenced to deteriorate as a manufacturing and 
commercial center. He then disposed of his interests in the paper and moved to Menasha and 
Neenah, where he established the Press in the former city. This locality was rapidly becoming a 
railroad center. In manufacturing it had already acquired prominence. The consolidation of the 
two municipalities seemed all that was necessary to crowd the combination into metropolitan 
proportions. This proposition Mr. Reid vigorously advocated through the columns of the Press. 
His policy developed only riotous feeling in both towns, culminating in a perpetual fight that 
continued during the years of his labor in that field. Few feasts and many famines were the 
awards of his thankless toil. In 1875 Mr. Reid was elected assistant chief clerk in the Senate. In 
1876 and 1877 he was elected sergeant-at-arms of the Assembly. In 1877 he was appointed 
Consul to Portugal. He returned home in 1881, entered the firm of the Post Publishing Company 
and, with his brother, became active in its business and editorial departments. Much of the 
prestige and influence which this paper admittedly wielded in state politics for the last quarter 
of a century was largely due to his ability and versatility as an editorial writer. In an argument 
with his opponent-political or otherwiseno one understood better than he the Daniel O'Connell 
art of sesquipedalian thunder. 
In 1898 Thomas B. Reid was appointed by President McKinley as United States Marshal for the 
Eastern District of Wisconsin. This position he held for nine years. In fulfilling the duties of this 
difficult office he made for himself an enviable record. He showed himself a thoroughly 
efficient officer, upholding all the rights of the Federal Government; yet in attainment of these 
rights, he never lost sight of the element of clemency which never appears more enviable than 
in the administration of justice. 
In a social way Mr. Reid is much sought for among his many friends, as his well known gift of 
anecdote and his inexhaustible fund of Irish wit and humor are sure to constitute the life and 
mirth of the festal gathering. While retired from the more active walks of life, he still 
maintains a keen interest in all the civic and political activities of the community and the state 
at large. He lives with his accomplished daughter in their beautiful home on the bank of the 
Fox river in the city of Appleton. 
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