
FREDERICK F. REINKE, postmaster of Welcome, Wisconsin, and one of the leading citizens of 
the village, is the owner of a farm of fifty-three acres in section 30, Deer Creek township. He 
was born January 2, 1863, in Dodge county, Wisconsin, a son of Charles and Augusta (Busslaff) 
Reinke, natives of Germany who came to America about 1852 and settled in Dodge county, 
where they bought eighty acres of land. The first home of the family here was a log house, 
18x28 feet, and Mr. Reinke worked with a team of oxen, a wagon, plow and drag to clear his 
land and develop it into a farm, gradually adding to the improvements on the place until at the 
time of his death, in 1907, when he was eighty-eight years old, he had a fertile, well equipped 
farm. His widow, who still survives him, is living on the old homestead, and has reached the 
remarkable age of ninety-three years. Frederick F. Reinke, who is the youngest of his parents' 
ten children, started working for wages at the age of twenty years, and continued to do so 
until his marriage, March 21, 1889, to Miss Amelia Russ, daughter of August and Augusta (Tietz) 
Russ. Mrs. Reinke's parents were married in their native country, Germany, and came to 
America in 1887, settling in Waupaca county, on eighty acres of new land, which they 
cultivated and developed into a farm, on which the father still lives, at the age of seventy-five 
years, the mother having died in September, 1908, when sixty-seven years old. They had 
thirteen children, of whom Mrs. Reinke was the second, and she was born February 21, 1865. 
Mr. and Mrs. Reinke have had ten children: Adeline, who is assistant in the postoffice of 
Welcome, who is single and residing at home; Arthur and Elsie, at home; Esther, who died in 
infancy; Irene, who died at the age of seven years; and Edward, Elmer, Theodore, Frederick 
and Loretta, all at home. After his marriage, Mr. Reinke purchased the property on which he 
now resides, a raw, undeveloped property of sixty-three acres, of which he later sold ten acres 
for city lots. He has developed the remainder of his land into one of the finest farms of its size 
in this section. The residence which. he first built was remodeled in 1904, and in 1894 he built 
a large barn, 36x56, and numerous outbuildings for the housing and shelter of his grain, live 
stock, poultry and machinery. He carries on general farming and stock raising and markets 
dairy products, hogs and cattle, and some grain and hay. He has Holsteins and a mixture of 
other breeds in cattle, Poland-China hogs and Percheron horses. In politics he is a Republican, 
has served two terms on the board of supervisors, was the first president of the village of 
Welcome, in which capacity he served for five years, was a member of the school board for six 
years, and was appointed postmaster of Welcome, January 1, 1908, having been in that 
position ever since. He and his family are members of the Lutheran Church, and at present he 
is serving as deputy treasurer.  
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