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AUGUST ROTHLESBERGER, one of the progressive, up-to-date farmers of 

Seymour township, who has made his own way in the world and made a 

place for himself among the successful men of his section through 

hard work and a determination to succeed, was born October 25, 1856, 

at Port Washington, Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, a son of John and 

Matilda (Wachter) Rothlesberger, natives of Germany. The parents of 

Mr. Rothlesberger were farming people and their first property was 

located at Fredonia, where they resided seven years, then moving to 

Batavia. They continued to reside at this place until locating in 

Seymour township, settling on 120 acres of wild land, where they 

continued to live during the remainder of their lives. Mr. 

Rothlesberger's death occurred in 1898, when he was sixty-nine years 

old, and the mother passed away in 1904. They had the following 

children: August, George, William, Barney, Minnie, Lydia and Allie. 

 

August Rothlesberger was the oldest of his parents' children, and as 

soon as he was able to reach the plow handles he was given his share 

of duties to perform on the home farm. He was reared to the life of 

an agriculturist and experienced all of the hard, unremitting toil 

of breaking in a new country, and no time was given him to acquire 

an education. Much observation, however, has given him a store of 

knowledge not to be gained in books, and he has never found that the 

lack of schooling interfered in any way with his ambition to 

succeed. When he purchased the old homestead it was graced with a 

little shanty and a log barn, but he soon added eighty acres to the 

original forty, built a fine house and a barn 40x100 feet, and 

settled down to general farming. Mr. Rothlesberger has one of the 

finest herds of Holstein cattle to be found in Outagamie county, and 

he makes on an average of 145 pounds of butter each week. His barn 

is equipped with all modern improvements as to sanitary needs and 

cleanliness, and includes the James patent stalls and stanchions. 

 

In 1890 Mr. Rothlesberger was married to Josie Schimmelpfennig, 

daughter of August and Minnie Schimmelpfennig, and three children 

have been born to this union, namely: Ella, August and Hulda. 

 


