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DANIEL J. RYAN, chairman of the board of supervisors of Buchanan township, and one of the 
leading citizens of his section, has been actively identified with the agricultural interests of 
Outagamie county for the past fifteen years, and is now the owner of 109 acres of good farming 
land situated in sections 24 and 25. Mr. Ryan was born February 12, 1862, in Outagamie county, 
and is a son of Daniel and Winifred (Powers) Ryan, natives of Ireland who were married in 
Massachusetts and came to Wisconsin about 1858. They first settled on eighty acres of land, a 
part of which is included in Mr. Ryan's present property, at that time a wild tract of timber 
land, and Daniel Ryan began to clear this property, building a one-story log house, 12x16 feet, 
with two half windows and one door, the timber for which he hewed himself. A few months 
later he purchased a team of oxen for which he built a small log stable, and shortly afterwards 
bought a cow, gradually adding to his stock of farm implements as he could afford them. About 
1864 Mr. Ryan built the house in which Daniel J. Ryan is now living, the first frame house in the 
township of Buchanan, and about the same time erected a frame barn 32x50 feet, shingled 
with split shingles, some of which still remain in a good state of preservation. The lumber for 
these buildings was ripped by a small sawmill about two miles east of the Ryan homestead. In 
1893 Daniel Ryan built a frame house on a piece of land adjoining the home farm, and there he 
lived during his remaining years, passing away in February, 1906, while his wife died October 
16, 1903. Both are buried at St. Mary's Cemetery in South Kaukauna. Although Daniel Ryan was 
very well known, and an influential man in his community, he devoted all of his time to his 
farming interests and never aspired to public preferment. Daniel J. Ryan was the third of a 
family of eight children, and he remained at home with his parents until he was twenty-two 
years old, at which time he went to the State of Washington, where for one year he worked for 
wages. He then went to California, and during the next twelve years he was engaged in raising 
wheat, rye and barley on 2,500 acres of rented land. In 1897 he returned to Outagamie county, 
and since that time has resided on the old homestead in Buchanan township, a part of which he 
inherited and a part being purchased. He engages in general farming, markets dairy products, 
hogs and cattle and some poultry, and feeds his hay and grain. He milks on an average of 
eleven cows, and at present has a fine, well-fed herd of grades, and he is also breeding to 
Belgian horses. He is at present remodeling his house and barn, and has eighty acres under the 
plow, his property being fenced with barbed and woven wire. In political matters he is a 
Democrat, but in local matters is inclined to vote independently, and he is at present chairman 
of the board of supervisors of Buchanan township and has been a member of the school board 
for nine years. He and his family are members of the Holy Angels Catholic Church of Darboy. 

In October, 1887, Mr. Ryan was married to Miss Catherine Gleason, who was born June 29, 
1865, the fifth of the family of ten children born to Dennis and Catherine (Shinners) Gleason, 
natives of Ireland, who spent their lives in the old country. Mrs. Ryan came to the United 
States at the age of eighteen years, and they met and were married in California. They have 
had six children: Daniel T., a telegraph operator of San Francisco; Catherine I., who graduated 
from the Kaukauna High school in 1907, since which time she has been engaged in school 
teaching; William D., a graduate of the Kaukauna High school class of 1909, now assisting his 
father on the home farm; Winifred M., who graduated from the same institution in 1910 and is 
now living at home; Edward J., a student in the schools; and Mary E., who is now two years old. 

 

 


