
FRED SCHMEICHEL, who started life in humble circumstances and has won his way to the front 
rank of agriculturists of Outagamie county, is now the owner of 200 acres of well cultivated 
land in Cicero township. He was born in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, March 18, 1855, and is a 
son of Jacob and Carolina (Kollaske) Schmeichel, natives of Austria who were born near the 
boundary line of Poland. They were married in their native country and came to the United 
States with their four children: Mary, Carrie, Mike and Julia, settling on a farm in Sheboygan 
county, and later moving to Manitowoc county. He never saw his father, as the latter died of 
typhoid fever, contracted in the swamps, and after his death, Schmeichel's mother married 
again, L. Schultz, both now being deceased. They had two children: Elvina who, is deceased; 
and Louis. Fred Schmeichel received only a meager education, the little teaching he received 
being at the German school. As a youth he worked on the home farm, and when he had 
reached his majority he secured his first eighty acres, fifty-five of which were partly cleared, 
with a small frame house and log stable. During the years that followed, he added to his 
property from time to time, first buying forty acres partly cleared, then forty acres of wild 
land, and still later eighty acres which were partly improved, and there he built one of the first 
silos in Cicero township, a fine frame house, a basement barn 52x100 feet, and a wagon and 
hog shed 30x60 feet. He carries on general farming, raises high grade horses and hogs, and 
specializes in Guernsey cattle. Mr. Schmeichel has won his present position by hard, industrious 
labor and by exercising a natural knowledge of his chosen occupation. In 1876 he was married 
to Miss Paulina Kurth, who died in 1895, having been the mother of children as follows: Levi, 
who married Minnie Brusewitz; Lydia, the wife of Charles Wussow; Arthur, who married Selma 
Wurl; and Laura, residing at home. Mr. Schmeichel was married (second) to Ida Wussow, born 
in Shawano county, and three children have been born to this union: Florian and Franklin, 
twins, the latter deceased, and Maynard, also deceased. 
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