
FRANK SCHNABL, who is operating the old Schnabl homestead in Cicero township, has resided 
on this property all of his life. He was born August 22, 1872, and is a son of Franz and Fannie 
(Gotzl) Schnabl, and a grandson of Peter and Marie (Dinger) Schnabl. Peter Schnabl, who died 
in 1854, at the age of fifty-four years, had six children: Mandalin, Marmield, Catherine, Franz, 
Elizabeth and Anna. Franz Schnabl was born in Austria, August 24, 1842, and in 1869 came to 
America and located at Hortonville, Wisconsin, where he worked two years. In 1871 he came to 
Cicero township, locating on forty acres of wild land in section 32, following the trail to find his 
property, there being no roads cut through at that time. He had one cow and one ox, as had 
also his brother-in-law, Frank Klarner, who lived on the adjoining property, and in order to do 
their farming they exchanged oxen, thus making a yoke. After clearing up his original purchase, 
Mr. Schnabl purchased forty acres more in section 30, and later bought forty acres of swamp 
land in Bovina township. The first log cabin, that had been built to accommodate the two 
families, 12x24 feet, was replaced soon after Mr. Schnabl got started by another log cabin of 
his own, and other log buildings, barn and stable, and in 1892 he built a ten-room house. The 
barns and other buildings on the property have been built by his son who took over the place at 
Mr. Schnabl's retirement, and he is now living a quiet life, enjoying the fruits of his early years 
of toil. His wife, who was born March 7, 1845, in Germany, is a daughter of Charles and Frances 
(Fischer) Gotzl, whose other children were: Wensel, Crescent, Theresa and Louisa. Mr. Gotzl 
died in 1868, aged sixty-two years, and his wife passed away in 1870, when fifty-four years of 
age. The children of Franz and Fannie Schnabl were as follows: Emma, who married Anton 
Meinlschmidt; Frank; Emil, who married Annie Fischer; Mary, who married Andrew Berner, of 
Cicero township; Louise, who married William Sorenson, of Appleton; Walter, and Josie. Of the 
foregoing named children Walter is deceased. Frank Schnabl attended the district schools of 
Cicero township, and has always remained on the home farm, of which he took charge in 
February, 1899. In addition to securing eighty acres more in the town of Maine, section 25, for 
the home farm, he has made numerous improvements, among which may be mentioned the 
boring of a well on the place, he having done a great deal of this kind of work in the township. 
He has built a basement barn, 40x70 feet, with cement flooring; a hog barn, 16x60 feet, with 
chicken coop connected; a building 16x70 feet used for cream separator room, butcher shop 
and work shop; and a wagon shed 28x30 feet, and in addition he erected the first stone silo in 
Cicero township. He carries on general farming and raises good stock, and is one of the 
representative agriculturists of his section. He was married November 23, 1897, to Miss Anna 
Barth, daughter of Franz and Maggie Barth, early settlers of Cicero township and natives of 
Germany, and to this union there have been born five children: Maggie, Frank, Catherine, 
Laura and Charles, of whom Laura is deceased. In 1897 Mr. Schnabl also bought a threshing 
outfit and a pony sawmill and feedmill, which was built on the forty acres in section 30, in 
Cicero township. He operated the threshing outfit for six falls and the mills for nine winters in 
addition to his regular farming duties. 
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