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WILLIAM SCHROEDER, a successful and industrious farmer of Ellington township, owning one of 
the fine properties on Greenville Rural Route No. 16, a tract of 183 1-3 acres, was born 
October 18, 1871, in Germany, a son of John F. and Minnie (Voss) Schroeder. John F. Schroeder 
was born in Germany in 1840, and was there married to Minnie Voss, who was born in the 
Fatherland in 1851. They came to the United States in 1874, settling in Center township, where 
Mr. Schroeder bought a farm and they resided for eighteen years, then moving to the farm now 
occupied by their son, William. They continued on the latter until Mr. Schroeder's retirement 
from active pursuits, since which time they have been living in the city of Appleton. The Center 
township land was developed from the wilderness, there having been no improvements on the 
property when the family first located there, but with the assistance of his sons Mr. Schroeder 
made it into an excellent, fertile farm. The five children of John F. and Minnie Schroeder were 
as follows: Tilda, who married George Longlatz and died in 1895, leaving a son, Arnold; Emma, 
who died at the age of twenty-one years; and William, Freda and August. William Schroeder 
was three years of age when the family came to the United States, and he received his 
education in the district schools of Center township, being reared on his father's farm, which 
he helped to clear. At the age of thirty years Mr. Schroeder started out on his own account, 
first renting his present farm, and later operating land across the road in Greenville township, 
which he had bought previously. After two years he purchased his father's farm, and he now 
devotes 183 1-3 acres to general farming and dairy work, also raising well-bred cattle. On 
October 21, 1896, Mr. Schroeder was married to Mary Moss, daughter of John and Minnie Moss, 
of Osborn township, who originally came from the Fatherland. Five children have been born to 
this union: Harry, Victor, Loretta, Carl and Viola. Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder are members of the 
German Lutheran Church of Ellington. He is a member of the Path Finders. In all movements 
that are calculated to be of benefit to his community Mr. Schroeder has taken a prominent 
part, and as a farmer and citizen is held in high esteem by his fellow townsmen. 


